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Dear Reader
T
wo polls by Washington and
Oregon conservation group last
summer told us what we already
knew about public opinion and the environment. People want clean air and
clean water. They want old-growth
forests and almon.
Yet in November, voters in this
region defeated most initiatives aimed at
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protecting the environment and elected
a preponderance of candidates who are
less than green.
This disconnect is not easily
explained. But it's also important not to
read too much into the results of
Election '96. Many decisions that will
shape our region's future are being made
outside the polling booth.
As we report this i sue of Ca cadia
Times, a decision by timber giant
Louisiana-Pacific to close its polluting
pulp mill in Ketchikan, Ala ka, earl
next year has closed the door on one era
and ushered in a new one in Southeast
Alaska. And a process et in motion by
the governors of Washington, Oregon,
Idaho and Montana is preparing a new
energy plan that will effect every consumer in the Pacific Northwest.
It-is part of our mission at Cascadia
Times to keep track of these developments, and to help our readers understand how they may affect the quality of
life in our corner of the world.
AS CASCADIA TIMES finishes
1996, there are so many people to thank,
especially our readers for giving this new
newspaper a chance. We also thank the
Bullitt Foundation, John Sherman, the
Oregon Jewish Community Foundation,
Jim Bernau, Laurie Sonnenfeld, Clyde
Doctor, John Frewing, the Policy
Initiarves Group, Linda Williams, Dan
Meek, Bowen Blair, Robert Stoll, Harry
Lonsdale, Pamela Brown, Mary Lou
Scoscia Greg Kafoury Christopher
Peters, the Seventh Generation Fund,
Mims Wood, Michael Frome, Peter
Lavigne, Ted Wolf and Ken Margolis for
their generous financial support.
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Republicans Maintain Grip Over Cascadia
By Paul Koberstein
epublicans will continue to
dominate
policies
in
Cascadia for at least the
next two years as a result of
the
ov. 5 election.
Democrats made few inroads into GOP
control. Nowhere is the GOP lock on
power more complete than in Idaho,
where Republicans control 85 percent
of the legislature, the governor's mansion and all four seats in Congress.
Only two incumbents, both conservative GOP freshmen, lost in U.S.
House races: Jim Bunn of Oregon and
Randy Tate of Washington. They were
defeated
by Democrats
Darlene
Hooley and Adam Smith, respectively.
Two other members of Washington's
freshmen
congressional
class,
Republicans Linda Smith and Jack
Metcalf, eked out victories only after
absentee ballots were finally counted
two weeks after the election. In both
races, recounts are expected.
In total, the five Northwest states
of Alaska, Washington, Montana, Idaho
and Oregon are represented by 11
Republicans and seven Democrats in
the U.S. House of Representatives;
and by seven Republicans and three
Democrats in the U.S. Senate. Three
Democrats and two Republicans rule
as-governor, while Republicans control

R

all 10 chambers of the state legislative
bodies in the region.
What follows is a state-by-state
rundown of Election Day in Cascadia:

California
State Races: The Golden State
bucked the trend by returning control
of the State Assembly to Democrats,
who also maintained control of the
Senate. That assures a divided government in Sacramento at least until 1998,
when Republican Gov. Pete Wilson's
term expires.
Congress: Democrats gained two
seats in House. A key race was
Northern California's District 1, where
Frank Riggs surprised by winning easily over Michela Alioto, who had
moved into the district just before the
filing deadline. Critics called her a
"carpetbagger." The granddaughter of
former San Francisco mayor Joseph
Alioto, she loaned her campaign
$600,000 of her own money, traveled
the district (which stretches from
Oregon border all the way to Mare
Island) in a Jeep, won the endorsement
of the Sierra Club - and lost. Both
candidates spent over a million dollars.
Ballot Measure: Five cities in
Northern California's Sonoma County
approved urban growth boundary mea-

sures, the first ever in a state that
expects its population to grow from 33
million to 49 million in 25 years. Will
this start a trend away from sprawl and
toward protecting agricultural land?
Supporters hope so.

Washington
State Races: Democrat Gary Locke
beat conservative Republican Ellen
Crasswell for governor, but voters gave
Republicans control of both chambers
of the Legislature for the-first time in
16 years. The GOP ~ontrols the Hou~

54-44 (although Democrats picked up
eight seats) and the Senate, 26-23.
Congress: With Adam Smith's win
over Tate, Democrats added one new
seat among the state's delegation to
Congress, but still trail 6-3. The day
after the election, Democrats thought
they had picked up three seats, but a
large number of absentee ballots had
yet to be counted. Paul Berendt, chairman of the state Democratic Party,
toasted the results a bit prematurely: ''I
think we are an extremely moderate
state. We don't like the extremism of
the last two years, and we wanted a
change," he told the Seattle Times.
But maybe Washington isn't as
moderate as he thought. Metcalf and
Linda Smith continued to trail for
another week, then began building
slim, but sufficient, leads over Kevin
Quigley and Brian Baird. Afterward,
disappointed Democrats could do little
more than chirp about House Speaker
ewe Gingrich. As Quigley told the
Seattle Times, "You won't find Jack
(Metcalf) coming out tomorrow and
saying he's pro-choice, but 10 months
ago Jack said Newt Gingrich is a genius
and now he's talking of Congress' need
to take power from the speaker."
Voters also re-elected freshman
Republicans Rick White, George
FIE l D NOTES
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'96 Electoral Politicsin Cascadia: Money Talks TRUTH ING
By

hat's to say about an election that saw most environmental initiative in
Cascadia defeated and most lawmakers with anti-environmental records
returned to Congress? Why did environmental activists fail to make the
political case for reform on so many fronts?
"Big money" is the most obvious answer.
COMMENTARY
Confronting well-financed adversaries who
could afford sophisticated campaigns, backers
of most environmental initiatives were
unable to get out their message that voters
had a compelling reason co act.
The beverage and grocery industries
threw at least $3.2 million into a campaign
co defeat an initiative expanding Oregon's
landmark bottle bill, outspending sponsors
by about 11 to 1, and ranchers opposed to
fencing their cows out of screams anted up
at least $600,000 co bury the Oregon Clean
Scream Initiative, overwhelming the proponents' $50,000 print and direct mail
campaign. Both measures failed despite
strong popular support as lace as September.
Montana's Clean Water and Public Health Protection Act, which sought to impose
strict water-quality standards on hard-rock mining operations, went down in flames
after mining companies concerned about the costs of compliance shelled out more
than $1 million to defeat it, outspending proponents 5-to-l.
A notable exception to the trend was Eugene, Oregon, where voters motivated by
a desire co hold Hyundai Corp. accountable for the environmental impacts of its new
silicon chip manufacturing plant approved an

W

Kathie Durbin

amendment to the city charter requiring most businesses to report the use of all toxic
and hazardous chemicals they manufacture, use, dispose of, transport or release.
But green Eugene is the exception, not the norm, and the November election
raises questions about whether the initiative process is the way to achieve environmental reform. "The environmental movement, if they're going to use the ballot box in
this way, has to be able to play the game the way it's played, which means big money,"
said Sally Cross, political director of ONRC Action. As evidence, she cited the success
of several state initiatives banning the use of
hounds and bait in hunting. "The Humane
Society of the United States and the mainstream
animal rights movement made those issues a
national priority," she said. "They went in knowing what their opponents would say, they ran
good grassroots campaigns, but they also spent
the money needed. It was a deliberate, strategic
decision co spend the money co advance their
agenda."
As sponsors of Oregon's chemical mining initiative discovered in 1994, when ewmont
Mining Co. poured $3.8 million into the state to
defeat a measure that would have imposed cough mine reclamation standards, "the
idea that goodness and right will overcome a $4 million campaign fund" is naive, Cross
said. With that kind of money, she said, "You don't have co run a true or accurate campaign on the issues."
One positive development on the campaign finance front came in Montana,
where by a 54-46 ratio voters approved a measure prohibiting corporate spending on
ballot initiatives. Campaign finance reform measures also were approved in Arkansas,
c O N r I N u E O ON p A 6 E 4

'The environmentalmovement. if they're going to use
the ballot box in this way. has to be able to play the

game the way it's played. which means big money."

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----0

- S a llY C ross

0
(1)
n

(1)

3

a(1)
-,

Field Notes coN11NuEo
CONTINUED

FROM

PAGE

3

-----------------------

Nethercutt, Doc Hastings and Jack
Metcalf, each of whom voted consistently against the environment during
the 104th Congress, according to
League of Conservation Voters racings.
Adam Smith, 31, won in the 9th
District, which was created in 1992 and
has gone from liberal (Mike Kreidler)
to conservative and now back again to
liberal. Smith benefited from a Sierra
Club endorsement and soft money
from the League of · Conservation
Voters. Democrats Jim \1cDermott and
Norm Dicks both won re-election
handily.
Ballot Measures: A ban on bear
baiting passed 63 co 37 percent,
despite TV ads by ex-Seattle Seahawk
football star Steve Largent (now a U.S.
Representative from Oklahoma) chat
ran the last two weeks of the campaign.
The ad featured his two boys and a dog
named Peach. Largent's home office
got a number of calls from folks in
Oklahoma who were bothered by his
involvement in Washington politics.
Voters also approved the Puget
Sound Regional Transit Plan, a $3.9
million, 10-year effort co reduce traffic
congestion along 1-5, which passed by
a 58-42 vote. The money will build
light rail from the University of
Washington to SeaTac Airport (via a
deep tunnel under Capitol Hill); and
cornrrruter rail from Everett to Tacoma
(using an existing BN-Santa Fe line).
The measure
also adds 20 new
express bus routes. Previous efforts co
pass a transit measure failed in 1968,
'70 and '95.

Oregon
State Races: In the Legislature,
Republicans maintained control of the
House, 31-29, and the Senate, 20-10.
Battles loom with Democratic Gov.
John Kirzhaber over cattle grazing and
water quality, the face of Portland's
light rail system and public finances, in

the wake of a property tax limitation
measure approved by voters. Kitzhaber
initiatives for coho salmon recovery
and clean streams require some $80
million in state funding, but in a state
in which school funding is at risk, the
money may be hard to come by.
Congress: Democrats claimed an
additional seat in the state's delegation, which now consists of four
Democrats and one Republican.
Besides Hooley, Democrat incumbents
Earl Blumenauer, Elizabeth Furse and
Peter DeFazio each won easily.
Republican Bob Smith, who retired
from the House in 1994, reclaimed his
seat from Wes Cooley, who dropped
out of the race to concentrate on his
legal defense in a number of proceedings against him.
In the state's biggest race,
Republican Gordon Smith edged
Democrat Tom Bruggere for U.S.
Senate by 50 to 46 percent, replacing
incumbent Mark Hatfield who is retiring after 30 years. The environment
played a huge role in the campaign.
Smith chided Bruggere for signing a
pledge to support a number of proenvironment
positions.
Bruggere
brought up the poor environmental
record at Smith's vegetable packing
plant in Eastern Oregon. Pundits say
Smith pushed himself over the cop
-with an ad portraying him as a-moderate on abortion.
Ballot Measures: Environmentalists
lost several campaigns, most notably the
Clean Streams Initiative which would
have cleaned up cattle grazing activities
around fish-bearing streams. A leading
proponent didn't help the cause when
he shot several cows belonging to a
neighboring ranch a month before the
election. Oregonians also turned down a
light-rail transit expansion measure for
Portland and an extension of the state's
bottle bill. Voters did uphold the state's
ban on bear baiting, despite an advertising campaign from opponents of the ban

"I think with that kind of
money battling a citizen's
initiative we could have run
the Bill of Rights and still
got beat."
-

Gary Buchanan.

Idaho also defeated a measure
overturning a plan to bring nuclear
waste
to
the
Idaho
National
Engineering
Laboratory. Gov. Phil
Batt, who arranged the deal, cold the
media that he now feels he has a mandate from the voters. He runs again in
two years. John Peavey, a former
Democratic state senator who led the
initiative campaign,
has already
formed a campaign committee co go up
against Batt.

co-chair of Montanans for Clean
Water
that personally attacked one of the proponents.

Idaho
Legislature: Republicans won the
House, 59-11, and the Senate, 30-5.
Congress:
An all-Republican
sweep. Controversial Rep. Helen
Chenoweth won by 6500 votes, or 4
percentage points, over her Democrat
challenger, Dan Williams. Williams'
"Can Helen" campaign almost pulled
it out in the last weeks. The AFL-CIO
spent $500,000, and the League of
Conservation Voters added $150,000,
in the effort co defeat Chenoweth, who
made headlines in 1995 when she
refused to criticize militia groups after
the Oklahoma City bombing. She
promises a more "mature" second
term. Sen. Larry Craig and Rep. Mike
Crapo easily won re-election.
Ballot Measures: Idaho gained the
distinction of being the first state in
the union to defeat a measure restricting bear baiting. An initiative to do so
garnered only 40 percent of the vote.
The Sportsman's
Heritage Defense
Fund warned voters chat the law would
be just the first step toward a total ban
on any type of hunting. Ads suggested
that
even
turkey
dinners
at
Thanksgiving might be prohibited.

Montana
Legislature: Republicans won the
House, 45-35, and the Senate, 34-16.
Congress: Sen. Max Baucus, a
Democrat, won re-election, defeating
Republican Dennis Rehberg by 20,000
votes. Rick Hill, a Republican, defeated Democrat Bill Yellowtail, by a 52-43
vote for the House seat vacated by
retiring Pac Williams. Republican Gov.
Marc Racicot won 80 percent of the
vote as he claimed a second term,
defeating
Judy
Jacobson.
The
Democrats originally nominated Cher
Blaylock to run against Racicot, but
Blaylock died of a heart attack Oct. 23.
Ballot Measure: 1-122, an initiative
requiring mining companies to do a
better job protecting water quality,
failed, gaining just 30 percent of the
vote. The mining industry put up large
sums, including $500,000 from a Seven
Up subsidiary chat intends to dig for
gold in Lincoln County. Mining companies ASARCO and Pegasus Gold
also contributed heavily co defeat the
measure.
"I think with that kind of money
battling a citizen's initiative we could
have run the Bill of Rights and still got
beat," Gary Buchanan, co-chair of
Montanans for Clean Water, told the
Billings Gazette.

Ground Truthing
continued from page 3

California, Colorado, Maine and Nevada.
President Clinton, after breaking all
records and bending a few rules in his own
reelection campaign, has promised to make
campaign finance reform a priority in his
second term.
There were other bright spots:
Washington voters, spurred perhaps by
enlightened self-interest, approved a $3.9
bilJion mass transit plan, a 10-ycar effort to
reduce gridlock in congestion-plagued
r,o
Puget Sound by building a new light rail
:iii:
Iline, developing commuter rail from
c Everett to Tacoma and adding new express
iS bus lines. And in Oregon, voters proved
c
u
that popular ideas can prevail even against
oa
c huge campaign chests and slick campaigns
u by approving a 30 cents-a-pack increase in
-o
o-, the state's cigarette tax, with revenue dedio-.
cared to extending the Oregon Health Plan
1,1,,1
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to more low-income residents. The mea-

sure's proponents, including the American
Cancer Society and the health care industry, prevailed despite being outspent more
than six-to-one by the tobacco industry,
which pumped more than $5 million into

defeating the measure.
But Oregon also voters rejected a measure referred by the legislature that would
have dedicated $375 million in state lottery
funds for a third Portland-area light rail
line. Oregonians dealt another blow to
their quality of life by passing a draconian
property tax relief measure chat will
deprive local taxing districts of more than
$1 billion in its first year of implementation
and promises co cripple state and local government services, including environmental
enforcement, for years to come.
Environmentalists were slightly more
successful in candidate races. arionally,
two-thirds of the 70 congressional incumbents the Sierra Club and League of
Conservation Voters targeted for defeat lost
their races. However, Republicans held on
to their majorities in both the House and
Senate, and some of the most strident antienvironmenc GOP incumbents, including
Rep. Helen Chenoweth of Idaho and Rep.
George Nethercutt of Washington, held
onto their seats.
Oregon voters will be sending two Mr.

Smiths co Washington. State Senate
President Gordon Smith will succeed retiring Sen. Mark Hatfield, chairman of the
enormously powerful Senate
Appropriations Committee, and former
U.S. Rep. Bob Smith came out of retirement to save Oregon's Second District seat
for Republicans after Rep. Wes Coole was
forced to withdraw from the race in disgrace. Between them, the Smiths are sure
to put the concerns of ranchers, irrigators
and the timber industry at the cop of the
agenda, though Gordon Smith, in an effort
to woo urban voters, has gone on the
record as opposing any additional logging
of old-growth forests.
The Oregon arural Resources
Council made a bid co become a player in
electoral politics last year when it gave up
its tax-exempt status, created two political
action committees and began endorsing
candidates. Sally Cross cakes at lease partial credit for Gordon Smith's new, more
moderate rhecoric on the environment.
But political commentator Jim Moore
opined on election night that ONRC's

embrace was the kiss of death for moderate Democrat Tom Bruggere, who
endorsed the O RC agenda early in his
Senate campaign against Gordon Smith.
Smith used Bruggere's O RC endorsement to paint his opponent as an environmental extremist.
Across Cascadia and across America,
voters seem willing to live with divided
government. Ioderate-co-liberal
Democrats hold the governor's seats in
Oregon, Washington and Alaska, but in
each of chose states both legislative chambers now are in Republican control. That
means new initiatives to protect the
region's quality of life will face rough sledding. Clinton's deliberate move co the center probably rules out any dramatic shift in
federal environmental policy over the next
four years.
That makes the political forecast a nobrainer: Expect the scams quo to prevail.
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ast August, as delegates to the Republican convention in San Diego checked into town, a 500,000volt power line arced to a filbert tree in southern
Oregon. The lights darkened for more than 4 million customers in nine states and a bit of Canada,
and a number of conventioneers found themselves
stuck in hotel elevators.
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If electricity is just another commodity, says environmentalist Ralph
Cavanagh, then oxygen must be just another gas. o one escapes electricity,
not even the few independent souls living "off the grid," if only because
power plant emissions may help bring on global environmental catastrophes.
The rest of us have become so addicted to the kilowatt that we insist upon
perfect service from the electric utility. Anything less, and the least we lose
is our cool.
So when members of Congress introduced legislation chis year that would
deregulate the electricity business, energy wonks across the country predicted
serious societal disruption. Deregulation will mean huge changes in the way
utilities do business. Currently, energy users can buy electricity from only one
company. In the future, utilities will be free to compete for each other's customers, and customers will be allowed to shop for the lowest price or the
"greenest" power.
Under deregulation, big power-hungry factories will be the first co
benefit in the form of race cuts. Average customers will see little or
no savings for years, however, because they must first pay off the
electric industry's lingering debts. In the Northwest, where an
old nuclear debt exceeds $7 billion, the biggest power users
already have been freed of any obligation to pay even part of
that debt.
In most future scenarios, consumers will be allowed to shop
not only for price but for environmental benefits. They will pick
their power suppliers as they now choose long-distance telephone
service. For example, they may choose to buy power from utilities
that emphasize conservation and renewables such as solar, creating the
potential for increased investment in alternatives to the old standbys of
coal, nuclear and dams. In the long run, deregulation could save all energy
users money - estimates of savings range between $5 billion-Sl O? billion a
year, an amount equivalent to a sizeable tax cut.
Deregulation is proceeding in a piecemeal fashion across the country,
quickened by new regulations issued in April by the Federal Energy
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Alaska
Legislature: The GOP won the
House 24-16 and the Senate 13-7, the
largest GOP majorities since 1966.
Pundits say Gov. Tony Knowles' vetoes
will have a tough time prevailing. The
trend is obviously GOP, but redistricting by former Gov. Wally Hickel (a
Republican) in 1992 helped the parry.
Congress: Republican incumbents
Rep. Don Young and Sen. Ted Stevens
both won handily.
Ballot Measure: Alaskans banned
the use of airplanes
to track. down
wolves by 57-43 percent. More than
$140,000 was raised by the proponents,
including $21,000 from the Defenders
of Wildlife.
•

Nuclear Bomb
Work May
Resume at
Hanford
25-year-old nuclear reactor at the
Hanford site in Southeast
Washington is being targeted for
tritium production for the U.S. nuclear
weapons arsenal.
The move would resurrect nuclear
bomb manufacturing at Hanford for
the first time since plutonium production ended and a government cleanup
began in the late 1980s.
Earlier this year, an experimental
liquid metal reactor known as the Fast
Flux Test Facility, or FFTF, was slated
to have its primary vessels drained of

A

sodium - an irreversible move chat
would render the reactor permanently
defunct. Current plans call for draining
the reaccor vessel by February 1997.
However, the U.S. Department of
Energy is considering a plan to employ
Fast Flux for making tritium, a shortlived radioactive gas that is an ingredient in nuclear weaponry. The DOE
would use plutonium and uranium
removed from old bombs as fuel for the
reactor.
Energy Secretary Hazel
O'Leary will announce a decision in
December.
Supporters of the project are
enthusiastic about a secondary mission
for Fast Flux: its potential use in the
manufacture of radioactive isotopes for
treating cancer patients. Among those
supporters is Sen. Patty Murray, D-WA,
who is also a strong advocate for cleaning up the Hanford site. Murray has

said permanent closure of FFTF
would be a "tragic loss."
Bue groups typically supportive of
Murray vehemently disagree with any
plan for using Hanford facilities for tritium production and call her position
"short-sighted." Tritium production
would not begin for at least three years,
and the cost of keeping Fast Flux in a
standby mode until then is estimated
to be $120 million, or $40 million a
year. By comparison,
the DOE is
spending Jess than $20 million this year
for cleaning up and monitoring groundwater at Hanford, according to Heart of
America
orthwest, a Seattle-based
group.
The state of Oregon Office of
Energy has also made a strong statement in opposition. "FFTF should be
permanently shut down and decommissioned now," it said. "To do otherwise may jeopardize Hanford cleanup,
increase risk, divert funding for more
important uses and perhaps ignore
much better options."
•

Clinton's "BandAid" Approach
to Rare Species
Draws Fire
By Paul Koberstein

T

he Clinton administration
is
under increasing fire from
environmentalists for avoiding
strong regulatory action to protect
endangered species in favor of consensus agreements among landowners and
interest groups.
But conservationists contend that
the consensus approach is actually
hurting rare species. In the latest
examples, they say, the administration
has disregarded scientific evidence
that coho salmon and bull trout need
protection under the Endangered
Species Act; and that the already-listed
northern spotted owl is suffering from
neglect.
On
ov. 5, the
ational Marine
Fisheries Service decided against I is ting coho, at least until next April,
despite clear evidence that the coho
has suffered serious declines at the
hands of a variety of actors - most
notably loggers who have ravaged its
onshore habitat. MFS wants to give
Oregon Gov. John Kitzhaber time to
develop a coho recovery plan that
makes sense.
MFS gave a failing
grade to Kitzhaber's draft plan,
released in October, which calls for no
new regulatory protection and rules out
listing the coho under the ESA.
Kitzhaber's plan relies on voluntary efforts by landowners and $45 million in spending by 10 state agencies to
get the job done. Oregon voters on
ov. 5 made it tougher for the governor
to find the money with the passage of a
strict government spending Jaw. Will
Stelle, NMFS' Northwest regional
director, says the plan doesn't call for

enough enforcement of existing water
quality laws or enough monitoring.
For two years, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service biologists have warned
that the bull trout is in such dire straits
chat its listing is warranted, bur instead
top officials in the Interior Department
have decided to wait for the results of
another cooperative rescue effort, this
time by the states of Montana, Idaho,
Washington and Oregon.
On Nov. 15, U.S. District Judge
Robert E. Jones in Portland ruled
against the U.S. Forest Service in its
attempts to dismiss a bull trout lawsuit
filed by four conservation groups: The
Alliance for the Wild Rockies, Friends
of the Wild Swan, Swan View Coalition
and the Kettle Range Conservation
Group. They say the Forest Service
violated
the
National
Forest
Management Act by failing to maintain
viable populations of bull trout in the
four states.
"This court ruling was a shock for
the government," says Mike Bader of
the Alliance for the Wild Rockies,
based in Missoula. "These are emergency room cases that require strong
action. You wouldn't hand a Band-Aid
to a person who is in critical condition."
Bader says the administration is
using "feel-good" methods that please
landowners but do little for species.
Another group, the Biodiversity
Legal Foundation, announced Nov. 15
that it is planning legal action to stop
the Clinton administration's efforts co
help landowners potentially affected by
regulations designed to protect the
spotted owl. The administration has
negotiated numerous "habitat conservation plans" with landowners. These
plans, authorized by the ESA, al1ow
Jogging that may harm individual owls
in exchange for landowners' agreement
to protect owl habitat overall. Jasper
Carlton, director of the Boulder, Colo.,based foundation, estimates that the
habitat conservation plans and "incidental take permits" risk killing at least
300 pairs of owls in Washington alone.
Carlton cites scientific studies that
show owl populations are declining by
4.5 percent annually, and speculates
that logging on private lands under
habitat conservation plans and on federal lands under the timber salvage rider may accelerate the trend.
The owl has been classified as
"threatened" since 1990. lf current
habitat destruction continues, Carlton
says his group will ask the Fish and
Wildlife Service to reclassify the owl as
endangered.
But Curt Smirch, the agency's
assistant director in the
orthwest,
says owls will hardly feel the salvage
rider's pinch. "It affected 6-8,000 acres,

out of 24 million acres of owl habitat,"
he says. "The effects of the salvage rider were not on owls, but (marbled)
rnurrelets and salmon. I don't see a big
problem with the owl."
"The administration does not want
to enforce the ESA for political reasons, whether for coho salmon, Atlantic
salmon, the owl, Alabama sturgeon,"
Carlton insists. "Obviously, what the
administration is trying to do is make
the ESA politically palatable and user
friendly."
Susan Saul, a Fish and Wildlife
spokeswoman
in Portland, disputes
Carlton's accusations.
"It wouldn't
make any sense for us to approve habitat conservation plans that lead the
species toward extinction rather than
recovery."
•

Botulism Kills in
Klamath Basin
n August, Cascadia Times published
a special report describing how irrigation diversions and pesticides
have affected fish and wildlife on the
Klamath Basin refuges of southern
Oregon and northern California. Since
then, the situation on the Upper
Klamath National Wildlife Refuge has
reached crisis proportions.
The Bureau of Reclamation, which
manages the elaborate system of
pumps, pipes, impoundments and irrigation canals known as the Klamath
Project, allowed more than 14,000
acres of marsh on Upper Klamath Lake
to dry out this fall n.order, to provide
scarce water to Klamath Basin farmers.
The Upper Klamath Refuge, on the
lake's western shore, is a key stopover
for waterfowl using the Pacific Flyway.
A botulism outbreak on one Upper
Klamath marsh killed 1,500 birds in
September. Refuge staff members
blamed the botulism epidemic on low
water and above-average temperatures
in the marsh. Botulism also wiped out
an estimated 10,000 endangered suckers in Upper Klamath Lake.
Reclamation
officials
said they
were faced with trying to meet competing demands for water in a year
when the Cascades snowpack melted
early, throwing off water supply projections. But Wendell Wood of the Oregon
Natural Resources Council called the
deaths an outrage. "Water is being taken from Upper Klamath Lake to grow
crops such as sugar beets and malt barley, with no consideration for the harm
it is doing to refuge fish and wildlife,"
Wood said.
•
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Regulatory Commission and a flurry of
bills introduced into Congress. On Sept.
24, California became the first state in
the nation to dismantle its electric
monopoly as Gov. Pete Wilson signed
broad legislation that will open the
state's huge electricity market to compe-

tition while protecting average households. The law will also give residential
and small commercial customers a 10
percent rate cut in 1998-a cut that is
anticipated to grow to 20 percent within
four years
A similar scenario is playing out in
the Pacific Northwest. Here, a group
representing government, business, utility and conservation groups is negotiating an agreement that would protect the
region from the negative effects of
deregulation. Deregulation could disrupt
lifestyles in the Pacific Northwest,
where the public is wired into a hydroelectric system that produces the cheapest power by half in the U.S. For years,
our rates have been the envy of the
nation. Bue the Northwest is not willing
to share.
n September 1995, Bonneville Power
Administration (a federal agency that
markets power in the region) took a
controversial action that protects the
interests of a group of 18 large aluminum, pulp and paper and chemical
companies, each of which consumesenormous amounts of electricity. The
deals give bargain-basement rates to
these big power users (known collectively as the Direct Service Industries) for
five years. They also let industries
escape the burden of ever having to
help pay a chunk of the BPA's lingering
debt: $7 billion owed on three nuclear
plants in Washington, two of which were
never finished.
Right away, U.S. Energy Secretary
Hazel O'Leary recognized the deal was
not in the interest of the average
orthwest ratepayer. But O'Leary did
nor want to anger Sen. Mark Hatfield,
R-OR, who threatened a congressional
investigation of her questionable foreign
travel. So O'Leary approved the deal,
and called for a comprehensive review
of the orthwest's energy system.
Now, more than a year later, the
"Comprehensive Review," as it's called,
is almost complete. In mid-December, a
20-member steering committee will
release a new energy plan for the Pacific
Northwest. But rather than benefiting
small energy consumers, some say the
plan is more likely to hurt them. "We're
just trying to minimize the damage,"
says Nancy Hirsch of the 1 [orthwest
Conservarion Ace Coalition, a Seattlebased group representing public interest
groups, small businesses and utilities.
"It's a fraud," says Kevin Bell, a Seattle
energy consultant who has filed suit asking the courts to nullify the five-year
contracts.
Jim Lazar, an Olympia-based economist, says the plan smacks of corporate welfare. It divides the low-cost
power between utilities and the big
corporations, he says, while average
homeowners, schools, hospitals and
day-care centers will pay more. "le
would seem to me a school district is
exactly where preferences ought to be
provided," he says.

I

lmost everyone covers the
_ orthwesr's cheap energy, says
Rep. Bob Franks, R- ]. It's a
matter of fairness. After all, people back
east helped pay for the hydro system
with their federal taxes.
The ortheast also has an environmental incentive to buy Northwest
hydropower. As the Environmental
Protection Agency has warned, deregulation would result in greater power production from coal-fired plants back east,
leading to dirtier air. The Natural
Resources Defense Council says deregulation could increase emissions of oxides
of nitrogen by 500,000 tons a year. No
wonder northeasterners would like to
replace coal power with hydropower,
To get the power, Franks and others
would have to prevail in Congress,
where past efforts to sell off Northwest
hydropower have failed. That was
because Northwest senators such as
Mark Hatfield and Henry Jackson had
enough clout co stop a sell off. But
Jackson is gone and Hatfield is leaving,
and the Northwest is now nearly powerless on Capitol Hill. "I'm not sure we in
this region are ready for the next battle,
and believe me, it's coming soon,"
Hatfield cold a Nov. 14 meeting of the
steering committee. "If you (aren't), you
give forces outside this region an opportuniry they've been waiting 60 years co
have happen."

A

Two Visions of
the Future
The Northwest Conservation Act Coalition and the Save Our Wild
Salmon coalition have written an alternative energy plan for the
Northwest. Here's a comparison between their plan and the draft
plan written by a steering committee appointed by the governors
of Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana:

T

he job of defending the hydro
system might be easier if the
Northwest had a good record in
managing it. Instead, the power system
has been reduced to a pork barrel of
benefits for special interests, including
the big power users, irrigators and
exporters. And it has been operated at
the expense of historically abundant
salmon runs that have been decimated
over the years.
The situation would not be nearly
so dire had it not been for a long series
of decisions beginning in the 1930s that
benefitted large industries at the
expense of salmon. Making matters
worse, during the 1970s the BPA's questionable energy forecasts helped lead to .
the default in 1982 on some $2 billion in
nuclear debt.
The nation's confidence in the BPA
slipped further during the big power
outage in August. The lines that arced
into the filbert tree belonged to the
BPA. The BPA waited two hours to notify other urilitie about the problem.
California energy officials say chose two
hours would have given them rime to
keep the _poweron for their customers.
Next rime, they told the BPA, "let us
know" when there's a line down.
The BPA is not alone as it confronts
its moment of truth. It made all its decisions in concert with other power companies and the Direct Service Industries.

L

ast January, the steering committee - appointed by the governors of Washington, Oregon,
Idaho and Iontana - began its work.
The committee, which included representatives from government, industry
and conservation groups, is making a
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sincere effort co save the system from
the clutches of Congress. In September,
the steering committee released a draft
plan, which it then presented to the
public at meetings around the region.
The group's goal, according co its
chairman, Chuck Collins of Seattle, is to
present Congress with a single proposal
that enjoys broad support throughout
the region. He contends a regional consensus is the only thing that will keep
Congress' hands off the Northwest's
hydro system.
"That is the risk, and I see it as an
incredible risk," Collins says. "The federal government will sell the Columbia
River hydropower system or charge market rates and pocket the money. We're
talking about a billion dollars a year.
That won't escape attention. They need
the money."
The idea, Collins says, is for the
Northwest to write its own chapter in
whatever national deregulation bill
comes out of Congress.
Sara Patton, executive director of
the Northwest Conservation Act
Coalition, says environmentalists agree
with Collins - bur only to an extent.
"It's really important for the region to go
to Congress jointly," she says. "But we
can't go forward unless we have salmon,
conservation, renewables and consumers
issues dealt with."
Unfortunately, Patton says, the draft
plan fails to protect the public interest,
and calls for a rollback or elimination of
needed environmental and social programs. For example, the draft plan calls
for:

he predicts the plan will bring "significant rate hikes for substantial populations in Oregon, Washington, and
Idaho."
Even Hatfield says the plan "may
be too weak" in these areas. "Shore it
up," he cold the committee.
The draft plan gives the big power
using industries the first opportunity to
choose their suppliers, while residential
customers will have to wait five years. It
also gives the big industries permanent
access to the BPA's low-cost power, even
if their factories shut down. The industries ultimately may become utilities
themselves, buying and selling power
off the federal system for profit.
"The proposal is a cave-in co the
direct-service industries," says Rick
Johnson, executive director of the Idaho
Conservation League, "and fails co protect residential ratepayers and small
businesses. It doesn't do enough for fish
and wildlife."
• Ending mandatory spending for
conservation and renewable energy programs.
• Ending mandatory energy assistance to low-income and rural consumers.
• Retaining power rate subsidies for
industries that use the Columbia River's
water and hydropower, including big
industrial users and irrigators.
• Allowing the big industrial users
co avoiding paying any share of the
nuclear debt.
Perhaps most significantly, the plan
fails co say how the cost of restoring
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salmon will be paid. That cost has skyrocketed to $400 million a year, with little success to show for it, and could
reach $1 billion by 2000 if the recommendations of a select science panel are
followed. The plan does not call for surcharges on the power system - surcharges that currently finance those
costs.
Instead, the proposal deals with
salmon by ignoring the issue altogether,
says Rick Applegate, the West Coast
representative of Trout Un1imited and
the only "fish advocate" on the steering
committee. "You can't deal with the
power issues without resolving fish
questions simultaneously," Applegate
says.
The steering committee recommended that 3 percent of the revenues
from the sale of electricity services in
the region be dedicated co conservation
and renewables for a period of ten years.
Based on 1995 revenues, this amounts co
approximately $210 million per year
(about 57 percent of what was spent for
these purposes in 1995). Significantly,
this investment would be entirely voluntary. "It could be zero " says Bell, the
Seattle energy consultant.
Utilities would be asked to volunteer $170 million for conservation, about
42 percent lower than lase year. They
also would be asked co spend $40 million a year for renewable power projects
and research. That's about half the
amount needed to "kick stare a viable
renewables industry," according to the
Northwest Conservation Ace Coalition.
The committee did not make any
firm commitments co help low-income
households pay their energy bills. It
urged states to fund the program, but
they now pay nothing, and conservative
legislatures throughout the region have
shown no willingness co raise taxes co
pay for new programs. Another concern
that remains unaddressed is how co prevent "red-lining" - the practice of
refusing to provide service to low-income
or rural neighborhoods simply because it
might not be profitable to do so.
John Glascock of the American
Association of Retired Persons calls the
plan "a disgrace" because it essentially
eliminates rate assistance programs for
chose on low and fixed incomes. Instead,

hether the Northwest plan
becomes reality, there may be
no turning back. The old order
is already crumbling. The Bonneville
Power Administration, a federal agency
that sells 40 percent of the power in the
region and controls over half the region's
high-voltage transmission system, has
lost its position as the region's cheapest
source of power. The draft plan would
break the BPA into two parts: one to be
a wholesale seller of electricity, and the
other to operate rhe.region's electric
transmission system. Both would be regulated by the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission.
However, Congress may resist this
proposal. Rep. John Doolittle, R-CA,
who will chair the House subcommittee
with jurisdiction over BPA, wants co sell
the BPA (and other federal agencies that
market power) co private interests.
Other members of Congress want co
eliminate subsidies that enable the BPA
to charge the lowest rates in the country.
Franks, the congressman from New
Jersey, has a bill that would sell the
Columbia River dams and end subsidies
for irrigacors and aluminum companies.
More legislation will come in 1997,
including a proposed bill from the White
House, which says it will focus on electricity deregulation as one of its top five
priorities. The Northwest may be able
to stop legislation selling off the hydro
system, says Rep. Peter DeFazio, DOR, a leading advocate for retooling the
BPA as a socially and environmentally
responsible institution. But "when they
gang up on us," he says, "we'll need
allies."
Thar's assuming, however, that the
orthwest can propose a better solution. But, as Bell points out, the
orthwesr's plan "doesn't even pass the
laugh test."
•
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The Mill

Sometimes an era ends abruptly: With the drafting of a letter,
the rap of a gavel.

Southeast Alaska Braces for
Life After the Pulp Mills
Stories and photographs copyright 1996

by Kathie Durbin

So it was in early October, when the
U.S. Senate adjourned without giving Sen.
Frank Murkowski of Alaska what he had
fought long and hard to win - a 15-year
· extension of the 50-year contract between
the U.S. Forest Service and Ketchikan Pulp
Co. The Contract, which supplies the aging
pulp mill at the southern tip of Southeast
Alaska's coastal rainforest with heavily subsidized timber, was scheduled to expire in
2004.
Days later, Louisiana-Pacific Co.,
Ketchikan Pulp's Portland-based parent
company, announced that it would close the
mill next March, thereby breaking the 50year contract with the Forest Service,
throwing 500 people out of work, and ending decades of rapacious timber cutting on
the Tongass National Forest.
The Clinton administration, which recognized the fate of the Tongass as a national issue, stood firm to the end, threatening
to veto any bill that contained a contract
extension. The administration also refused
to delay completion of a new logging plan

for the Tongass despite intense pressure
from Alaska's congressional delegation.
The mill may close, but pollution in
nearby Ward Cove will linger. Ketchikan
Pulp's abysmal environmental record (at
least 445 violations of state and federal pollution-control laws); its labor practices (a
history of wage concession demands); and
the wasteful logging practices encouraged
by its longterm contract finally proved to be
the company's political undoing.
While publicly threatening to proceed
with a $400 million claim against the government for alleged breech of contract, L-P
is now negotiating the terms of contract termination with the Clinton administration
behind closed doors in Portland and
Washington, D.C.
With the closure, Southeast Alaska will
be without an operating pulp mill for the
first time since the government entered
into two extraordinary SO-year timber contracts for Tongass timber in the 1950s.
(Forest Service Chief Jack Ward Thomas
canceled the other contract, with Alaska
Pulp Co. in Sitka, in 1994- after the
Japanese consortium that owned the mill
shut it down.)
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"The mill's demise shows Alaskans
that there's a limit to what even powerful
congressional advocates can accomplish,"
the Anchorage Daily News said in an Oct. 20
editorial. "Our congressional delegation can
cake credit for waging a vigorous campaign
against long odds to save jobs in Ketchikan .
.. For all the economic benefits it delivered, though, the pulp mill also teaches
Alaskans a sad lesson about caring for the
environment. The mill's legacy to Alaska
includes a toxic mess in the waters of Ward
Cove and land sites contaminated by toxic
dredging materials."
Environmentalists, who had waged a
quarter-century campaign to end the longterm contracts, were unprepared for the
swiftness of their victory - a victory that
will affect virtually every aspect of life in
Southeast Alaska, from fishing and hunting
to tourism and economic development.
"This is still sinking in," Bart Koehler,
executive director of the Southeast Alaska
Conservation Council, said after the dust
cleared in mid-October. "The reality is better than the dream."
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Ketchikan Pulp hopes co Jog up co 300
miJJion board feet of federal timber it
already holds in the- Tongass. If the Clinton
administration goes along, the company
could operate its two Ketchikan-area
sawmills for about 24 months, providing a
soft landing for the local economy. Even if
negotiations faJJ through, the company may
still bid for Tongass timber through the regular competitive bid process - placing it
for the first time on equal footing with small
timber companies in Southeast Alaska.
The loss of 500 family-wage pulp mill
jobs - 6 percent of Ketchikan's 7,981 fulltime jobs, according to 1995 Alaska
Department of Labor figures - will leave
its mark on this town of 14,000, at least for a
while. Bue the outlook for workers isn't
entirely bleak. Generous severance benefits
- 80 hours for each year of employment will cushion the blow. Many workers who
came to Ketchikan from the Northwest to
work in the pulp mill will likely return to
their home communities. Continued operation of the two sawmilJs will provide ac lease
short-term jobs for some who stay.
·The months leading up to the
Louisiana-Pacific announcement saw tensions escalate in Ketchikan as the Alaska
delegation and timber industry supporters
fought hard for an extension of the pulp
mill contract. In April, Wisc Use provocateur Chuck Cushman of Battle Ground,
Wash .. set up shop in Ketchikan under the
banner CARE (Concerned Alaskans for
Resources and Environment). Businesses
and individuals in Ketchikan quickly
ponied up more than $200,000 for a campaign ro win the contract extension.
CARE organized demonstrations of
support for Ketchikan Pulp and scapegoated
local environmentalists. They pressured
Alaska Gov. Tony Knowles, a Democrat, to
use his influence with the Clinton adminis-
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The Tongass National Forest is the largest in the United States. Since the 1950s. it provided a steady flow of timber to pulp in mills in Ketchikan and Sitka. The Sitka mill closed in
1993 and the Ketchikan mill is scheduled to close in March 1997.

Cration to win the contract extension, distributing bumper stickers chat demanded,
"Where's Tony?" (Knowles supported the
contract extension but declined to press a
lost cause with the White House.) Boch the
city of Ketchikan and the Ketchikan
Gateway Borough passed resolutions calling
on Congress to extend the contract.
In May, M urkowski, chairman of the
Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, introduced his contract extension bill, and CARE joined with an all-out
campaign co win its passage, warning of dire
consequences if the pulp mill closed. "If
chis disaster occurs, it's going to hit families
in Southeast Alaska as hard as flood, fire or
quakes," CARE warned in a half-page ad
published in August in the Anchorage Dad»
News. When it became clear that a selfstanding contract extension bill would not
pass, ,\lurkowski attached his measure co an
omnibus parks measure. He finally had to
give up under pressure from Senate
Majority Leader Trent Lott.
As the wheeling and dealing wound
down in Washington, Ketchikan held a mayoral election that seemed to signal a political evolution for the gritty, rain-soaked timber town. ln October, Jack Shay, a moderate, defeated J.C. Conely, a Ketchikan
Borough assemblyman and the chief drumbeater for CARE. "Having Jack elected

gave many of us who felt totally alienated a
sense that we were back in the discussion,"
said local environmentalist Eric Hummel of
Ketchikan 's Community Health
Information Project.
Already, boosters are talking about new
opportunities for Ketchikan. Congress gave
the town $25 million to play with - part of
a $110 million emergency fund the Alaska
delegation won to ease the economic impact
of reduced timber sales. Under discussion
are development of a regional landfill, a
large vessel moorage and a dry kiln to allow
secondary manufacturing of wood products.
There's talk of building new canneries to
capitalize on record salmon runs, and even
of using the pulp milJ's generator and water
system co service a precast concrete facility.
Ketchikan Pulp spokesman Troy
Reinhart says the company is ready to work
with the community to find a new industrial
use for the plant. Bue that's a possibility that
gives Hummel pause. "There's a feeling that
there is not enough industrial land around
Ketchikan," he said. "But people have no
idea how badly the place is contaminated."

A TOXIC LEGACY
Aging wood waste burners at the mill
still produce dioxins, and caustic chemicals
spilled over a 40-year period contaminated

the site with mercury and PCBs. Over the
years the pulp mill has discharged hundreds
of thousands of pounds of solid and liquid
waste into Ward Cove, some of it contaminated with dioxins. Between 1990 and 1994,
according to data from the EPA's Toxic
Releases Inventory compiled by the
Washington, D.C.-based Environmental
Working Group, the mill released 14.3 million pounds of toxic chemicals and heavy
metals directly into the cove, including 6.8
million pounds of methanol and 6.6 million
pounds of hydrochloric acid.
A mat of contaminated and decomposing wood waste several feet thick, a legacy
of the mill's first two decades of operation,
lies at the bottom of Ward Cove. The cove is
virtually a dead zone; the number of bottomdwelling species has declined from 40 to rwo
species of pollution-resistant worms, according to biologists who monitor the cove.
A 1992 civil suit brought by the
Environmental Protection Agency against
Ketchikan Pulp for repeated violations of
the federal Clean Water Act resulted in $3
million in civil penalties. In a related criminal prosecution, Ketchikan Pulp pleaded
guilty in 1995 to 15 criminal counts of water
pollution and agreed to pay more than $3
million in criminal penalties - the largest
successful prosecution of Clean Water Act
violations ever in the Northwest. KPC has
never brought its discharges into compliance with federal standards; it is operating
under a consent decree that requires it to
undertake a cleanup of Ward Cove.
Ketchikan Pulp's air emissions record is
hardly better. The pulp mill routinely
exposes workers to airborne sulfur dioxide,
and occasionally releases chlorine gas and
hydrogen sulfide. In August the state issued
the mill a new air pollution permit Five
days later, sulfur dioxide escaped into the
atmosphere, sending three nearby residents
to the hospital.
Faced with escalating environmental
liabilities and the collapse of the world pulp
market, L-P Chief Executive Officer Mark
Suwyn maintained throughout 1996 that
without an extension of its Tongass contract
and other concessions, the company could
not attract financing to install $200 million in
required pollution control equipment at the
mill. L-P lost $40 million on pulp mill operations in the first nine months of 1996 as
world prices for dissolving pulp plummeted.
With the closure L-P will cue its losses.
l ot everyone has given up on the pulp
mill. "We are out there supporting any and
all realistic economic opportunities," said
Jay Frank, a CARE volunteer. "It's a can-do
town." If a dependable timber supply could
be secured, Frank suggested, the Alaska
Import-Export Development Authority
might provide financing for environmental
upgrades, allowing a new player to come in
and operate the mill.
Yee whatever the immediate future
holds for Ketchikan, most of Southeast
Alaska already has made the transition from
an era of unsustainable logging co a new
economy built on sustainable development
of the region's abundant natural bounty. •

PART II
The Forest

The Tongass National Forest is
Southeast Alaska. Everything
depends on the forest.
Yet for the past 40 years, loggers have
steadily logged the lush temperate rainforest of Prince of Wales Island, other islands
in che south end of the Tongass, and eastern
Chichagof Island in the north. Today, entire
watersheds and mountainsides stripped of
their forest cover lie exposed to Southeast
Alaska's heavy rains and winter snows.
When wildlife biologist Carl Rosier
came to Southeast Alaska in 1955, the
region was "pretty much virgin territory," he
recalls. "To go back now and look at what
has happened on Prince of Wales Island, it's
a disaster. We've learned nothing from our
experience in the Pacific orchwesc."
The Ketchikan Pulp Co. mill is in the
south end of the Tongass, but its continued
operation would have been felt far co the
north. That's because most of the high-value timber in the south has been cut.
After Alaska Pulp Corporation closed
its Sitka pulp mill in 1993, Tongass timber
sale planners began looking north, to the
landsi\PC had controlled, forSitka spruce
to supply the Ketchikan mill. "The Forest
Service was really worried about where it
would be able to find timber co fulfilJ both
contracts," said Steve Kallick, executive
direccor of the Alaska Rainforest Campaign.
The closure opened new environmental battles. In the north the mountains are
steeper, the climate is colder, trees grow
more slowly, and the impact of logging on
wildlife, particularly on bear and deer, is
more severe. Though Alaska Pulp and
Alaska Native corporations have cut a wide
swath across Chichagof Island, much of the
north end of the Tongass still feels wild and
remote. Extension of the Ketchikan Pulp
contract threatened to erase much of chat
unprotected wilderness over the next quarter-century.

PLACES SAVED,
PLACES
THREATENED
Poison Cove is a notch of calm water off
a deep fjord known as Peril Strait, which
divides the large islands of Chichagof and
Baranof in the north end of the Tongass. With
its curved shoreline and broad salt marshes
backed by dark spruce forest, it is a wild and
lovely place, still untouched by the chainsaw.
ln August of 1996, chum and pink salmon
returned by the hundreds of thousands to
Poison Cove and other inlets and estuaries to
spawn in shallow streams. Salmon carcasses
and skeletons littered the grasses and screambanks. Grizzly sign was everywhere, and bald
eagles circled, both bear and eagle performing their roles in the gory ritual of life, death
and rebirth that plays our each summer in

Dave Bannister, would
preferred plan, much of the area around
this watery wilderness.
mean losing a workTenakee will be logged. Of greatest concern
The fate of
force that might not be
co McBeen is the Eight Fathom Bight
Poison Cove is of great
easy to replace once
Project in Upper Tenakee Inlet, a breeding
concern to the people
the market improved.
ground for waterfowl and wildlife. The proof Sitka, who travel
At Tenakee
ject includes a timber sale near Muir
the protected waters
Springs, a waterfront
Portage, a narrow neck of land used by sea
between co hunt, fish
fishing and retirement
kayakers traveling between Tenakee Inlet
and gather food there.
village on stilts near
and Pore Frederick. It also includes a sale in
As big as the Tongass
the mouth of Tenakee
the Chicken Creek watershed, the largest
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Inlet, Joan McBeen
block of old growth remaining on orth
reduced the number of
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tional hunting and fishing areas logged over
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harvesting timber in
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Southeast Alaska.
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tine sanctuary
dation. They take their
In October, rwo federally recognized
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fishing
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tribes,
the Hoonah Indian Association and
bered. Under the
Visitors savor the Southeast Alaska rainforest
salmon and halibut up
the Sitka Tribe of Alaska, sued separately co
existing Tongass plan, from a footbridge near the tiny community of
the watershed is slated Tenakee.
the spectacular 35block the sales, arguing that the Forest
mile-long fjord, offering an experience
Service has systematically failed to protect
for logging. On July 1, after the Forest
available only in Southeast Alaska. By
subsistence uses and historic sites as
Service advertised its first sale in the cove,
August, their 1996 season was sold out and
required by the 1980 Alaska Lands Act.
three environmental groups sued to stop it,
1997 was half-booked, mainly through word-- "Our way-of life, our culture and traditions
arguing char-the-agency failed to consider-its
of mouth.
are being sacrificed by the short-sightedness
importance as a hunting, fishing and recreof the Forest Service," said Ted Borbridge
ation area. The Forest Service agreed not co
Tenakee Springs, named for the hot
of the Sitka Tribal Council.
open bids on the sale until a federal court
springs at the center of town, has been a
The Southeast Alaska Conservation
ruled. When Louisiana-Pacific announced
thorn in the side of the Forest Service for
chat it would close the Ketchikan mill, it
years, since its residents sued to halt the
Council argues that the Chicken Creek sale
should not be awarded because Ketchikan
completion of a road linking the outpost to
forfeited the right to buy more timber
Pulp, 400 miles distant, won't need the timthe heavily logged northeastern corner of
under its longterm contract. Because the
ber once it closes the mill. At this writing,
sale is not yet under contract, Poison Cove
Chichagof Island and the Alaska Native vilthe face of Chicken Creek is uncertain.
is safe - for now.
lage of Hoonah. The 1990 Tongass Timber
For Appleton Cove, another notch of
Reform Ace stopped the road's completion.
Subsistence is a way of life in Tenakee,
water off Peril Strait, termination of the
contract will come too lace. In August, as
where the average annual income is $8,000
rains turned fresh logging scars to churnedand life foJJows a seasonal cycle: fishing in
up mud, 50 Joggers based at a floating, mov- the summer, putting up fish, game and
Tourism is big business in Southeast
able logging camp were cutting trees for
berries in the fall, and living on what has
Alaska. The number of tourists visiting
which there was no buyer. A barge tied up
been set aside over the winter and spring.
along shore held 500,000 board feet of
It's a way of life where "subsistence" means Southeast has doubled in a decade. Each
summer, huge cruise ships carry hundreds
fresh-cut spruce. Bue Ketchikan Pulp, the
not barely making ends meet but living
of thousands of people through the Inside
only Alaska purchaser for pulp logs, wasn't
well, on nature's bounty.
buying because of the poor market. Still,
The closure of Ketchikan Pulp may not Passage. Most of those passengers don't get
the logging continued. Closing down the
be enough to stave off future incursions into close enough co see the ugly clearcucs.
Alaska also hoses a booming ecotourism
camp, said Silver Bay Logging supervisor
Tenakee Inlet. Under the Forest Service's
industry chat includes hundreds of smallscale entrepreneurs and wilderness outfitters like Joan McBeen. Some of chose small
businesses are growing by 10 co 15 percent
per year. And their customers come to sec
pristine wilderness, not clearcuts.
It's getting harder for outfitters co provide chat experience. "Tourism is the second-largest natural resource-based induscry in Alaska," says Steve Behnke, executive director of Alaska Wilderness
Recreation and Tourism Association.
"Access to the Tongass is really waterbased. There are a few good-sized bays
with safe access. lore and more of these
bays are being impacted by logging. That's
not what people who come to Alaska come
to see. They can go co British Columbia if
they want co see char."
•
Southeast Ataska's streams and estuaries teem with spawning chum and pink salmon in late summer.

WILDERNESS
TOURISM AT RISK
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PART Ill

Environmental Politics, Alaska~style
Politics have governed the
Tongass National Forest for
nearly a half-century.
Even before Alaska statehood in 1959
the U.S. Forest Service pushed to build a
timber economy in the sparsely populated
Southeast panhandle. The Forest Service
fa:ored long-term contracts with two pulp
mills for Tongass timber. The contracts
were signed in the 1950s, and commercial
logging of the Tongass began. In 1971,
Congress passed the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act, settling native claims and
clearing the way for oil development at
Prudhoe Bay. ative corporations established in Southeast Alaska began liquidating
the timber they acquired under the act and
exporting raw logs to Japan.
In 1980, as one of his last acts in office
President Jimmy Carter signed the Alaska '
Lands Act, which set aside millions acres of
Alaska wilderness but also legislated $40 million-a-year subsidies to Ketchikan Pulp Co.
and Alaska Pulp Corp, for Tongass timber.
The bill opened the way to a decade of overcutting and government waste that became
the focus of a national reform campaign.
In 1990 conservationists scored a huge
victory with passage of the Tongass Timber
Reform Act, over strong objections from the
Alaska delegation. The act ended subsidies to
the two mills, requiring the pulp companies to
~ay market rates for timber, erased mandatory
umber sale quotas, and set aside more than a
million additional acres of the Tongass for
wilderness recreation and subsistence use. A
key tO the campaign was the strong support
for reform among small communities throughout Southeast Alaska. Environmentalists were
winning war for the Tongass.
That same year, as the Forest Service
began preparing a new Tongass management plan to replace its outdated 1978 plan,
it commissioned an interagency panel of
biologists to identify potential risks co
wildlife species from logging. The panel
was asked co develop measures that would
maintain wildlife populations across the forest. In 1993, the panel issued its "viable
populations study" warning that current
rates of logging posed a longterm threat co
great blue heron, northern goshawk, gray
wolf, brown bear, marten, river otter, mountain goat and northern flying squirrel. It recommended network areas across the
Tongass to protect habitat for sensitive
species, similar co the habitat reserves set
aside in the Pacific orthwest for the northern spotted owl.
<o
The Alaska delegation and the Forest
0-0-- Service tried to bury the study, but it was
ti:; leaked to reporters. Then the Republicans
took over Congress, and the delegation cook
~ over natural resource committees. The
O Tongass once again became a front-burner
issue.

E
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Clearcuts extend to water's edge along some stretches of northeast Chichagof Island.

Over the past two years Republican
Senators Murkowski and Ted Stevens and
Rep. Don Young of Alaska have had an
unprecedented opportunity co influence
management of federal lands. They
unleashed a torrent of bills designed to
wrest control ofTongass timber from scientists and environmentalists. Stevens pushed
a measure that would have mandated an
increase in Tongass logging; failing that, he
did manage to push through a bill forbid~ing implementation of the viable populanons study for one year. Murkowski floated
a bill that would have created five new
Alaska Native corporations and allowed
them to select 645,000 acres for logging
from areas Congress had previously set
aside for subsistence use. Young proposed
to turn the entire Tongass over to the state
of Alaska.
Bart Koehler, executive director of
SEACC during the battle for the 1990
reform bill, had left Alaska in 1991 co work
with the Greater Yellowstone Coalition in
Montana. But in ovember of 1994 he got a
call from a SEACC board member asking
him to come back and help SEACC hold
onto its hard-won victories.
"I thought about it for a couple of
mo~ths," Koehler said. "I asked myself,
Which place stands to lose the most the
quickest, and can I stay here in fontana
and wa_tch this place go to hell?" In the end,
he decided, he could not. Since then, he's
been on a wild ride. By his count, the
Alaska delegation introduced 15 pieces of
legislation on the Tongass and held 15 hearings in 15 months.
By September, it was clear that
Murkowski, Stevens and Young had overreached their power and authority. They
were beaten back by environmentalists, progressive Democrats and moderate members
of their own party who understood chat the
American public did not support timber liquidation in the Tongass. Yet, today, the campaign to bring sustainable forest management to the Tongass is not finished.

A NEW TONGASS
PLAN
Although the Tongass encompasses
16.'7 million acres, only one-third is forested
and only about 1. 7 million acres grows the '
highly productive forest that provides both
the most important wildlife habitat and the
most valuable logs. Maps developed by
environmental groups show that only 19
patches of contiguous habitat greater than
10,000 acres remain in all of Southeast, and
only 10 - slightly better than half - of
those are protected. On East Chichagof
Island, the extent of forest destruction is so
great that biologists predict a high probability of local extinctions.
"People traveling through Southeast
~laska see these vast forested areas and say,
What's the matter, why not allow some cutting?" says Page Else of the Sitka
Conservation Society. "It's hard co explain
that these are islands within islands."
The species most clearly at risk from
clearcut logging is the Sitka black-tailed
deer. Logging removes the sheltering
canopy chat provides deer with refuge from
winter snows. Because the dense, impenetrable second-growth forest lacks the lush
forbs and shrubs of the rainforest it is virtually useless as deer forage. Sitka black-tailed
~eer serve as an umbrella species; if they're
m trouble, other species are in trouble coo.
Yet the Fore t Service admits that under its
preferred alternative, it can't be sure the
deer will survive at viable levels across their
range.
In 1994, when Phil Janik, a fisheries
biologist by training, came to Juneau to
become Alaska's regional forester.
Conservationists hoped he would bring a
progressive new vision to the Tongass. But
Janik proposed that tbe Tongass would sell
about 300 million board feet of timber
annually over the next decade. Sensitive
~reas with a long history of support, including Port Houghton, Upper Tenakee Inlet,

Chicken Creek and Honker Divide, would
be opened to Jogging.
SEACC crafted a moderate "transition
alternative" that would have let Ketchikan
Pulp buy 100 million board feet of new timber in each of the next three years to feed
its pulp mill, with another 100 million board
feet annually going to small businesses.
or everyone agreed with SEACC's
alternative. Three dissenting board members from Sitka resigned last year, and the
Sitka Conservation Society endorsed a more
protective plan. But Koehler, who has
weathered a quarter-century of bruising
conservation battles, defended SEACC's
position as politically realistic. "Our board
was unwilling to say, 'We don't care if there
is any timber industry in Southeast
Alaska,"' he said. (SEACC dropped its plan
when it became clear that Louisiana Pacific
would close the Ketchikan mill.)
SEACC also parted company with other conservationists over a petition to list two
Tongass species, the Queen Charlotte
goshawk and the Alexander Archipelago
wolf, under the Endangered Species Act.
When the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
rejected the petitions, several environmentalists sued to overturn the decision.
~EACC ~e_nt letters to its supporters stating
its opposition to the lawsuits.
In September, a federal judge in
Washington, D.C., ordered the service to
r~consider its decision on the goshawk petinon. U.S. District Judge Stanley Sporkin
cited findings by the agency's own biologists that without significant changes to the
existing Tongass Plan, "the long-term viability of the Queen Charlotte goshawk
would be seriously imperiled." In
. ovemb~r, Sporkin issued a similar ruling
rn a case involving the Alexander
Archipelago wolf, which depends an abundant supply of Sitka black-tailed deer.
Once the Ketchikan pulp mill closes,
the two local sawmills will provide the only
market of any size for Tongass timber. Some
conservationists fear the national forest may
now become the biggest impediment to
change. After all, if the Tongass doesn't sell
timber, what is its mission?
"We've been working hard to persuade
the Forest Service that this is its chance co
manage this forest as the national and international treasure that it is," said SEACC
attorney Buck Lindekugel. "They had a
chance when the Alaska Pulp contract went
down, but they didn't take advantage of it.
ow there's another chance."
The people of Southeast Alaska have
made that transition already, Lindekugel
says. "The reason we're asking for protection for these areas is because the communities themselves value these areas. That
will continue. The difference is, they won't
have that 800-pound gorilla stomping it feet
and beating its chest, saying, 'Me first."' •

PART IV
Sitka

The mothballed pulp mill just
north of Sitka, a relic of a
bygone area, sits silent now
beside the waters of Silver Bay.
For 36 years the giant Alaska Pulp Corp.
mill, owned primarily by the Industrial Bank
ofJapan, turned old-growth Sitka spruce into
pulp. The mill, tucked into a cove along a
seacoast of breathtaking scenery, enjoyed a
monopoly on federal timber in the north end
of the Tongass National Forest. When it
closed in October of 1993, in the face of
mounting pollution problems and a collapsing pulp market, 400 people were thrown out
of work and the unemployment rate jumped
briefly to 15 percent.
Community leaders predicted disaster.
Instead, they've witnessed an economic
rebirth.
The unemployment rate and sales tax
revenues are stable. Throngs of summer
tourists fill Sitka's downtown, business and
construction are booming, unemployment is
at 4.3 percent - the lowest of any Southeast
community except Juneau - and not even
the town's most ardent boosters suggest the
-;,,111 should reopen. The real estate market
:has not collapsed. Population has dipped
·o'iily slightly. School enrollment has not
}plummeted. Property values are on the rise.
Along the road to the ferry landing
north of town, gleaming new houses
overlook Sitka Sound. A new
marina has a seven-year waiting list for moorages.
Sitka, a former
Russian colony
overlooking a

.

shining sound and forested islands, is planning for the future. The talk in the town of
8,600 these days is about bringing in a smallscale wood products industry to round out
the new economy, which is driven by
tourism, commercial and sports fishing, education and health care. And it's about how to
deal with new challenges brought on by population growth, tourism and increased competition in the commercial fishing industry.
The town must also address a legacy of
soil and water pollution from the industry
that fouled the bay for nearly 40 years.
Water quality began improving almost
immediately following the plant's closure.
"It was bad when the mill was running,"
says Larry Edwards, who sells and leases sea
kayaks in downtown Sitka. "You couldn't
see six inches into it. But when the mill
closed down temporarily you could see 60
feet." Now visibility is even greater, and
mussels, nearly wiped out by the pollution,
have returned to Silver Bay.

Don Muller owns Old Harbor Books on
Sitka's main street. Muller is the town's most
visible environmental activist and one of
only a handful who have gone to jail to
protest logging in the Tongass. He came to
Sitka in 1974 to work as a chemist at the
pulp mill's secondary wastewater treatment
plant but left after two years to start a book
store and stayed in Sitka to fight for an end
to Alaska Pulp's longterm contract.
In 1984, Muller took a six-week kayaking trip in Southeast and got his first look at
the heavily logged island of Kake. "I'll never
forget coming around the corner of Saginaw
Bay and seeing those clearcuts on Kake," he
says. luller wrote letters, attended public
hearings and filed lawsuits, but as one forested sanctuary after another fell to the chainsaw, he decided that direct action was necessary. In 1991, when the Greenpeace vessel
Rainbow Warrior came to Sitka, he chained
himself to the mill's chlorine dock above a
banner that declared: "APC destroying the
....!.. forest, polluting the bay."
In 1992, Muller chain~d himself to the
doors of the Seate Capitol in Juneau to
protest the proposed weakening of state
water quality standards by the Alaska
Legislature. Last January, Muller and eight
others occupied the Forest Service office
in Sitka to protest the Poison Cove timber
sale. They were arrested and given minimal sentences. But Muller, who was on
probation, ended up paying a $375 fine

TAK I NG A s TAN D r
In the post-pulp mill era, Sirkans are
divided over plans to restore a timber
industry to their community. In November
1995 they came within four votes of passing a measure opposing increased clearcutting in the Sitka area - a measure sponsors plan to put before voters again early
next year. Yee the city assembly, still
dominated by members with ties to the
pulp mill, recently endorsed a proposal for a significant increase in
logging on the Tongass l ational
Forest.

and spending seven days in jail.
Muller has paid another price for his
activism; pulp mill workers have stopped
shopping at his book store, and one worker
even chained himself to the store. But
Muller is philosophical: "It almost seems this
kind of activity is good advertising for our
business." Besides, he says, "I don't have
any choice but to act the way I act. It seems
like an obligation."

A COMPROMISED
CLEANUP
Recently, as a member of a citizen advisory committee charged with keeping tabs
on the pulp mill cleanup, Muller has been
tracking the state's plans for sampling soil
and water near the mill site. The cleanup
process has been compromised from the
beginning. In 1995, the federal
Environmental Protection Agency began the
process of adding the site to the Superfund
National Priorities List. When Sen. Frank
Murkowski, R-AK, got wind of the plan, he
went to work to stop EPA in its tracks. An
aide to Murkowski called the EPA's Seattle
regional office and left a message obliquely
threatening to attach a rider to a measure
appropriating money for the agency unless it
dropped plans to make the mill a Superfund
site. The Alaska delegation ultimately
pushed through a one-year measure prohibitC o NT IN U ED ON PAGE
10

Russian Orthodox St. Michael's Cathedral
attracts tourists and serves as a reminder
of the town's history as a Russian outpost
in the fur trade.
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•..C Boatsbu(lqer Tim Lee. l:e~. ~-0rks for
the Sitka Shipwrigllts Coope~tive, ·
W,hich also mills t~gs for personaluse lumber: Nearly everyon.e agrees
that thefuture of Sitka'.s timber
industry lles in small-scale mitling

: . anq secondary manufactt.iring,

ing the EPA from adding any new site to the
list without the request of the affected
state's governor. Alaska Gov. Tony Knowles
declined to make such a request. Instead,
Knowles said the state would take on the
job. He promised that it would make sure
Alaska Pulp cleaned up the site to
Superfund standards or better.
Muller is skeptical that will happen.
"The Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation has a record of 35 years of
marching to the pulp mill's orders," he says.
Alaska Pulp discharged at least 1 million
pounds of dioxin-contaminated
waste into
Silver Bay, leaving a thick mat of sludge,
before the EPA ordered a halt to the discharges in 1990. A key issue now is how
broadly the company will be required to
sample for water pollution. Seeking to limit
its liability, Alaska Pulp has tried co restrict

water sampling to the area immediately
around the sludge mat, despite evidence that
the area of contamination is much broader.
The state recently expanded the sampling to
include areas beyond the mill site. "People
need to know if the shellfish they rely on for
subsistence are safe," iluller says.
During the pulp mill's first 25 years of
operation, until electrostatic precipirators
were installed, prevailing winds carried dioxin-contaminated fly ash from the stacks
directly into a hillside behind the mill Alaska
Pulp sought to avoid soil sampling there as
well, but under pressure from the citizens'
group and a consultant overseeing the
cleanup, some hillside sampling will occur.
The contamination extends into the town of
Sitka, where tons of fly ash have been
deposited in the city landfill and people have
spread contaminated bark on their lawns.

Still, there's no denying chat the mill's
closure has had a dramatic effect. "The
water is unbelievably crystal clear now,"
Muller said. "We didn't know what clear was
before the mill closed. Populations of mussels near the pulp mill had been essentially
wiped out. Now they're coming back."
Even at Muller's home three miles from the
pulp mill, algae and shellfish are more abundant.

BOOMTOWN
With its stunning setting and rich history of aboriginal culture and Russian colonization, Sitka has always been a magnet for
visitors. But commercial tourism now threatens to overwhelm the town.
Cruise ships - more than 200 each
year - spill tourists onto its narrow streets

throughout the summer months. On
Thursdays during the high season, locals
avoid the downtown area as thousands of
cruise ship passengers flood gift shops and
museums and crowd into onion-domed St.
Michael's Cathedral. Though downtown can
be covered in a ltl-minure, walk, local businesses squabbled recently over where co site
a new dock to serve disembarking cruise
ship passengers. Everyone wants to be first
in line for tourist dollars.
Mayor Pete Hallgren is among those
who believe Sitka has reached its tourism
carrying capacity. "Our official position is
'The more the merrier,"' he said. "Cruise
line spending has gotten us through the mill
shutdown. Bue we have no say over when
they come. Whenever you have increased
economic activity, you have an impact on
qualiry of life."
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·..._ A Tlingit artist paints a traditiqna! design on a
drum at the Sheldon Jackson College museum.
~A renaissance 111 Alaska Natfve.arts and crafts
~ has enriched
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· Southeast Alaska.communities; .
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Sitka's growth has brought intense
competition in another natural resource
industry - commercial fishing. In 1975, just
28 commercial fishermen fished for succulent Alaska halibut in Sitka Sound. Last
year the number was 265. The increased
competition prompted the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game to institute a
new and controversial system of individual
fishing quotas last year.
This year's fishing season was complicated by a salmon glut, fed by record
returns of hatchery salmon - salmon produced by hatcheries built with commercial
fishing license fees. Prices for chum and
pink salmon plummeted to 3 cents a pound,
not enough to cover the cost of catching
them. Fishermen stripped salmon of their
roe and dumped their ground-up carcasses
into Sitka Sound.
If natural resource-based industries are
in turmoil, ocher major sectors of Sitka's
economy are more stable. Two colleges, two
major health care facilities, and a retirement
home provide stable year-round incomes to
white-collar workers. Public works projects
helped ease the transition after the pulp
mill closed. Generous severance pay and
unemployment benefits delayed the impact
of the closure for many workers. About half
the mill's workers left quickly; many who
stayed went through job retraining. Still,
some community leaders insist the full
impact of the mill's closure is yet to be felt.
"At the time the mill closed we had a
very strong economy," admits Dan Keck,
president of the Chamber of Commerce.
"We had heavy construction, low-income
housing and road projects, a boat harbor
expansion and airport improvements. We
had enough to carry us for a couple of years.
But last winter several businesses had a
hard time. Some may close this winter."

WI,
Waslil;Tlgton Environment~l,.€oii'" il':'Wciikplot strategy for e
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(206) 622-8103.

THE FUTURE
Since the pulp mill closed, Sitka has
seen a surge of citizen activism. A new
group called Friends of Southeast's Future
earned a seat at the debate over Sitka 's
future when it put the anti-clearcutting
measure before city voters. In October,
Kathie Wasserman, one of the group's leaders, won election to the Sitka Assembly.
Wasserman hopes to involve more fishermen, artisans and small business people in
civic life. The Sitka Tribe of Alaska has
recently become active in the campaign to
protect subsistence food resources in the
Sitka area. And the Island Institute, a 10year-old nonprofit organization that hosts a
prestigious annual writers' conference,
recently held a forum on the future of
tourism in Sitka.
Yet changing attitudes don't produce a
changed political culture overnight, says
Dorik Mechau of the Island Institute especially on the volatile subject of timber.
"The power brokers have all been on one
side on this issue," he says. "It's not an easy
thing to translate sentiment into political
victory."
A pro-development group that calls
itself Pro Sitka is pushing for a guaranteed
level of federal timber from the Tongass
National Forest that would attract new companies to Sitka. "If you offer them a dedicated timber supply," Hallgren predicts,
"they will come."
Just about everyone in town agrees
that some kind of timber industry would be
a welcome addition to the economy - if
only to allow residents to buy lumber
milled at home, from trees in their own
back yard. Even Hallgren is a realist on the
issue of timber. "There is a consensus that
we need a much smaller timber industry,"
he says. "Something the size of the pulp
mill would be very destructive to the community now."
•
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How the Ancient Forest
Campaign Was Lost
Editor's Note:
The debate over the Northwest's ancient forests rages not only between environmentalists and the timber industry but
within the environmental movement itself. Longtime activists disagree over strategy as well as the historical chain of
events that brought the ancient forest campaign to where it is today. On these pages, Michael Donnelly of Friends of the
Breitenbush Cascades and Robert Brothers (Bobcat) of the environmental group Headwaters, both longtime Oregon forest
activists, air their differences.

by MichaelDonnelly

L

ogging of our publicaUy owned old
growth forests went on at a furious
pace in the 1980s. An average of
72,000 acres a year of pristine forest was
leveled in Oregon alone. The only end in
sight seemed to be when there were no
more ancient trees to cut.
Impoverished, dedicated bands of
idealists used every method available to
try and stop the slaughter. From filing
appeals and lawsuits to staging front-line
blockades and civil disobedience protests,
these activists carried on without support
from the national environmental groups,
which had bowed out in the late 1970s.
Pleas for help from the nationals were met
with, "Sorry. It's a regional, not a national
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reduced to stump-strewn wastelands,
began to see a shifting of the tides.
In late 1987, the Sierra Club Legal
Defense Fund filed the first lawsuit on
behalf of the spotted owl. In May of 1988
it filed a second spotted owl suit, this one
against the .S. Forest Service. In March
of 1989, Judge William Dwyer issued his
historic preliminary injunction blocking
logging in old-growth forests.
Meanwhile, a photo of protester Leo
Hund buried to his neck in a hastily constructed rock blockade at the Easter
Massacre at Breitenbush was sent around
the world, appearing on front pages from
Berlin to Beijing. James Monteith coined
the term "ancient forest," which captured
the nation's imagination. The notion of
ending all logging on public lands was promoted and debated nationally. The national groups formed "alliances' with grassroots groups and began raising funds under
the ancient forest banner. The Wilderness
Society hosted a meeting in Portland to
unveil a new Ancient Forest Alliance.
By 1990, the issue had gone national.
The spotted owl was on the cover of Time
magazine. Ted Turner had shown the

Audubon special "Rage Over Trees" six
times on his network without commercials
after the timber industry succeeded in
organizing an advertiser boycott. ABC's
Prime Time Live aired a segment called
"The Chainsaw Massacre." David
Seide man's book "Showdown at Opal
Creek" was published.
At that point the big foundations,
Rockefeller Family Fund, Pew Charitable
Trusts, W. Alton Jones and the
Environmental Grantmakers Association,
headed by Donald Ross of Rockefeller,
arrived with bags of money. It seemed the
cavalry had arrived.
Then in 1992, Bill Clinton and Al
Gore were elected. Both Congress and the
White House were now in the hands of
Democrats. Clinton named Bruce Babbitt

neled millions of dollars their way, breaking the back of the nationwide coalition of
actual activists.
Clinton promised a plan that would
save both ecosystems and jobs. It does neither. The only thing that could have done
both - a ban on raw log, pulp and chip
exports - was studiously not on the
scripted Forest Conference agenda. One of
"our" foundation-anointed representatives
actually said that wood prices were too
high "due to scarcity of supply."
The surrender of sales covered by the
injunction and then the surrender of the
injunction itself had many rationales. Andy
Kerr said, "We'll save more trees than we
give up by releasing these sales. The
administration will buy back sales (like
Sugarloaf). Industry will return sales they
overbid."
ot one tree was ever bought
back or returned. When Sugarloaf was
eventually cut, the director of Headwaters,
one of the groups agreeing to the release
of sales from the injunction, said, "It feels
lik
~"'
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their coljeetive poor judg-

acting as an adjunct wing of the
Democratic Party, co-opted the issue and
many regional activists, pure and simple.
Flush with grant dollars and with visions of
new-found access, the nationals and foundations colluded with the administration in
picking which "grassroots" representatives
would be allowed at the Clinton Forest
Conference in Portland in April 1993.
They even set up bogus grassroots groups
(Americans for the Ancient Forests,
Environmental Strategies, etc.) and fun-

ment.
·H1atfon analogous to a
"whites-only" country club, they're still
meeting and cheming without any dissenting voices allowed.
An estimated $100 million was raised
under the ancient forest banner. Yet, for all
that, only Opal Creek is saved. By any
mea ure, the EGA's Ancient Forest
Campaign has been a disaster - unless it
really did achieve us intended result.
As Katha Pollitt recently wrote about
progressivism in general, "the weakness of
the movement is directly related to its fantasy of access and influence: to the siphoning off of energies into wishy-washy 'advocacy."' Her comment applies equally to
the ancient forest movement,
To move on and recapture the movement's squandered momentum, and to
possibly even sa e some of these forests
and dependent species still threatened by
Clinton's extinction plan, we must give up
the fantasy and give up the diversions,
even if that means risking cushy foundation-funded jobs. There simply is no other
honorable or effective way.
•

Michael Do1111el/y can be 1wched atpah/oo@aol.com. He writesfrom Salem, Ore.

Con------------------Collusion? Corruption? Scapegoating?
by Robert Brothers (Bobcat)
nger that old-growth forests are still
being cut has turned inward on the forest protection movement. Three years
after Option 9 was announced by President
Clinton, we're still trashing each other.
When I'm angry, I often think that b
situations are even worse than they act
are. And the worse things seem, the
likely I am to lash out at others and I
pie disagreements as moral failings.
This is the kind of unintende
tion and scapegoating that Ifind in
Donnelly's history, "How the Ancie
Campaign Was Lost."
In the hopes of healing this so
I'd like to offer some verifiable facts,
explain what motivated my organizatio
Headwaters, and other groups that Micha~
attacks.
1. First the facts: Why is 80 percent of a
victory labeled as a loss? Clinton's Forest Plan
(Option 9) has big problems, but it's not quite
as bad as Michael contends. He states that 40
percent of the remaining ancient forest is open
to logging under the plan. In fact, 20 percent
of the ancient forest, nor 40 percent is available for commercial logging_ (According to the
administration's final environmental impact
statement on Option 9, "matrix" forests and
"adaptive management areas" contain
1,463,400 acres of nesting/foraging/roosting
habitat for the northern spotted owl, out of a
total of7,409,SOO acres.)

A

Also contrary to Michael's statements, rates
of forest cutting are nowhere near those of the
l 980's. The cutting that is technically allowed
each year amounts to 21 percent of what used
to be cut in e 1980s. (According to the final
rI
ows- - eisale of up to 0.958 bilnally,-in contrast to annual
board feet in the

to set prece ent with our new lawsuit challen ing the final Northwest Forest Plan in 1994.
The Injunction was "surrendered without a fight?" Not quite! Michael completely
mixes up the faces about our response to
Clinton's Forest Plan.
_
Here's what really happened: In July of
1993, when Clinton unveiled a draft forest
plan chat would reduce timber sale volumes
by 80 percent, the pressure was on co get sales
rolling again. Administration officials came co
us and said, "Release some timber sales from
your injunction, or we will be forced to sup-

port a rider declaring the Draft EIS for Option
9 to be legally sufficient."
This blackmail made the 12 groups
(including Headwaters) who were plaintiffs in
the lawsuit furious. But lobbyists and congressional staffers agreed that a Clinton-backed
rider would be unstoppable. Therefore, the
choice was simple. We could allow SOME
sales to be cut now, so that we could challenge
the final forest plan later. Or, we could risk L the enjo
ider,
whi
.hkge
el
I

nistr
For
happened
en declared legally sufficient by a rider.
(a) 400,000 more acres of riparian reserves
were protected through the establishment of
wider no-cut areas along seasonal streams, thus
improving che chances for salmon survival.
(b) 1,000,0QO fewer acres were devoted to
commercial logging because of chis and ocher
changes, including establishment of 100-acre
reserves around known spotted owl nest sites.
(2) A historic ruling by Judge William
Dwyer on our new lawsuit against the final
forest plan stated that, since the plan allows
the highest amount of cutting legal under cur-

rent laws, "any more logging than the plan
contemplates would probably violate the
laws."
In ruling against our challenge, Dwyer
spelled out three additional ways that the plan
might prove to be illegal in the future: If federal agencies fail to monitor the plan's
impacts, if required watershed analyses are
not "faithfully carried om," and if new inforation indicates the plan is inadequate.
nclusion, rather than "surrender
ht," we filed the lawsuit that laid
ation for future legal challenges .
aste rime in appealing Dwyer's
to the 9th Circuit Court, the
ed to "stay in the trenches,"
the kind of hard work that got
s: Monitoring "the implementanton Forest Plan in a eight came kind of work chat everyone
ell in the past year to fight the
Clearcut Salvage Rider. Stories of the gory
details of old-growth logging have shocked
the nation, and contributed significantly to the
defeat of the Gingrich Republican anti-environment agenda.
The f!Cts are on our side, So let's pay real
close attention to them, and not be distracted
into blaming each other because of honest differences in strategy.
•

Bobcat (Robert Brothers) has beenfightjngto
defendthe forestssince 1982. He is editor of
Headwaters' quarterlyjournal, FOREST NEWS,
and can be reached via e-mail at bobcat@mind.net.

The Klamath Tribe of Oregon, The
Zuni Tribe of New Mexico and The
Yurok Tribe of California are fighting
to repeal the Salvage Rider which is
destroying old growth forests, mostly
on Native land.
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Tree Huggers
Roberta Ulrich

F

or five years - from 1989 to 1994
- Kathie Durbin had a close-up
and comprehensive view of the
war of the woods that was enveloping
the Pacific Northwest. To her keen
observations as an environmental
reporter for The Oregonian, Durbin has
added extensive research covering the
years both before and after that period.
The result is the fuse comprehensive history of the struggle to save the
region's old growth forests: "Tree
Huggers Victory, Defeat & Renewal in
the Northwest Ancient Forest
Campaign."
Durbin does two things badly needed in the continuing debate over forests:
she puts the spotted owl in its proper
perspective as a piece of the issue, not
the principal issue, and she aptly
describes the numerous regional groups
involved in individual battles over the
years, their interaction with each other
and with the national organizations that
moved into the fray during its bitterest
years.
She traces the conflict to its roots in
the early 1930s when, in the words of
forest economist John Beuter, "there
was more old growth than anyone
thought could be used up." She follows
it to the bitter present with old growth
falling to the chainsaws under the 1995
salvage logging rider.
Much of the story is told through
the people most closely involved in the
battle, giving fascinating insight into
motivations that brought them into the
conflict and sacrifices that many made.
That the region could run out of
trees should not have come as a surprise. Despite the general feeling cited
by Beuter that the supply was unlimited, Durbin points out there were warnings. In 1937 University of Washington
Forestry Dean Hugo Winkenwerder
reported that timber was being cut
faster than it was being replaced. He
predicted disaster if practices did not
change.

Instead, the major private timberland owners logged most of their accessible old growth by the end of World
War II.
So, "In the late 1940s the Forest
Service launched a commercial timber
sale program on the national forests,"
Durbin writes. "For the next 40 years,
the timber industry, Northwest lawmakers, and federal forest managers worked
together in a powerful timber triangle,
steadily leveling the great, biologically
diverse natural forests and converting
them to plantations of young Douglas
fir. The region's entire political and academic apparatus, from colleges of
forestry to state forestry boards to local
communities kept alive by timber

Tree Huggers Victory, Defeat & Renewal in the Northwest Ancient
Forest Campaign
By Kathie Durbin, The Mountaineers, Seattle, 1996,
295 pages, hardbound, $24.95

receipts, supported this arrangement."
Despite the heavy logging, Durbin
says only a few "naturalists, hikers and
mountain climbers" noticed what was
happening in the 1960s. "Bvtherearly"
1970s, however, the frenetic pace of logging in the national forests could no
longer be ignored on Sunday trips to the
mountains."
By then, the first battle was already
brewing. In Oregon's Willamette
National Forest a small local group was
trying to save the French Pete Creek
watershed from the chainsaws. Durbin
deftly describes how the local battle
won the attention of national conservation groups and set the stage for the
conflicts to come.
"Michael McCloskey, executive
director of the Sierra Club, said that if
the environmentalists could win protection for French Pete, they could win
anywhere," Durbin writes.
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Despite Durbin's credentials as an
environmentalist, this is no diatribe
from the greens. She sees clearly - and
reports - the personal quirks, miscalculations and squabbles.among the.myriad
environmental groups that helped
thwart permanent victory. Both her fairness as a reporter and her background as
the granddaughter of a logger keep her
from demonizing the small mill owners
and the loggers who believe their livelihoods and way of life are at stake in this
continuing battle.
She shows less compassion for the
politicians and the big timber companies that combined to keep the trees
falling.
"In 1966," she writes, "Oregon voters elected Mark Hatfield, a moderate
Republican and two-term Oregon governor, to the U.S. Senate. Hatfield's allegiance to the timber industry, and his
assignment to the powerful Senate
Appropriations Committee, assured that
the cozy arrangements among the
industry, federal forest managers and
Congress would continue."
Later, she describes then Sen. Bob
Packwood's movement from wilderness
supporter to demagoguery in pitting the
environment against jobs - and choosing
jobs "because that's where the money is."
Durbin also knocks down some
treasured Oregon myths. Writing of
Ohio native Brock Evans' entry into the
Northwest environmental scene as representative of the Sierra Club, Durbin
writes: "It didn't take Evans long to discern that Washington was different from
Oregon both culturally and politically.
'Portland was dominated by the regional
offices of the Forest Service and other
federal agencies. Seattle had Boeing, a
tradition of saving places, a much more

urban culture and more
educated people.'
Seattle also was the
orthwest base of operations for the Sierra
Club and the
Wilderness Society.
Though timber giant
Weyerhaeuser Company
wielded immense political power, timber did not
dominate Washington's
economy as it did
Oregon's. The
Washington congressional
delegation reflected the
state's more evolved conservation ethic as well."
Durbin is at her most
effective in sorting out the
various environmental
groups, describing the transition of the forest preservation movement from the regional to
the national stage and describing its
meshing with similar issues east of the
Cascades and in the Rockies and elsewhere. She unblinkingly describes the
internal conflicts, particularly the
national vs. local control of the issue,
that sometimes impeded progress for
the forest movement.
She follows the battles through the
court'Injunction that long halted-Jogging
in forests inhabited by the threatened
spotted owl, through efforts in Congress
to write protective legislation, through
the Clinton Forest Plan that was supposed to resolve the issue with limited
logging and less preservation than environmentalists wanted.
Then came the 1994 election that
gave Republicans control of both houses
of Congress. "For national conservation
groups, it was a nightmare from which
there was no waking," Durbin writes.
Their worst fears were realized with
passage of the salvage logging rider,
which forced the agencies to go ahead
with hundreds of sales without regard to
environmental protections.
Durbin documents the destruction
that occurred and continues as a result
of the rider. But she also holds out hope.
She notes a retreat from the harshest
Republican efforts to wipe out environmental laws. She sees renewed efforts at
cooperation among environmental
groups.
She sees a new generation of
activists willing to carry on the fight and
new understanding of the issue.
Durbin's book greatly contributes to
that understanding.
Everyone who ever loved a forest or
hoped to save one should read "Tree
Huggers."
•
Roberta Ulrich is a former reporterfor
United Press International, the Oregon
Journal and The Oregonian. She writes
from Beaverton, Ore.
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'Your contribution has helped propel Cascadia Times forwardl

A Small Newspaper CAN
Make a Difference.
''

A half-dozen years or so ago, an extraordinary thing began happening in the pages
of the Portland Oregonian, the dominant newspaper in that state: Articles
began appearing that questioned logging as it was practiced by
lumber companies and the Forest Service.
Unheard of Timber is Oregon's life-blood! It will last forever!
A main reason the newspaper began reporting what environmentalists had been worrying about for years was two young
reporters, Kathie Durbin and Paul Koberstein. They provided rocksolid evidence, well-written and impeccably researched, that ancient
forests were disappearing, scores of species were sliding toward
extinction, laws were being flouted, fisheries were being ruined, and
the state's economy was at risk from fool-hardy practices.
Not surprisingly, the ride didn't last forever. Both reporters were forced out by
mid-1994.
The result is the Cascadia Times, a monthly tabloid that concentrates on environmental matters in the upper left-hand corner of the country. We have at hand the July
1996 issue, a "Summer Salmon Reader." and it is superb. Handsome, compact, wellwritten, and informative, as one might expect from talented reporters.
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