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Ode to a
Friend
ill Bean was not what you'd call an
environmentalist. A Marxist, for
sure, or an existentialist. But Bean
had ideas that didn't fit within most people's "green" agendas. He thought they
were lose causes, anyway.
Bean, who died March 2 in Portland,
was 65. As head of a non-profit known as
the Columbia Basin Institute, he fought
for clean water and environmental justice in Eastern Washington, Eastern
Oregon and Idaho. To us at Cascadia
Times, he was much more than that: he
was a philosopher, a teacher and a kindred spirit. We never heard him say anything but the blunt, hard truth, cold
exactly the way he saw it.
Bean saw the Columbia Basin as like
a third world country being exploited by
multinational corporations, paying low
wages, resisting worker rights and polluting the environment. Corporations conducted their operations in remote
locales, with large public subsidies and
easy access to foreign markets. Bean's
mission was co hold chem accountable.
Though not a lawyer, he instigated a
series of successful Clean Water Act lawsuits. He once sued a sitting lJ.S. senator
for water pollution violations - Gordon
Smith, R-Oreg,on and won. He
brought a major food conglomerate,
McCain's, co justice for polluting a
salmon stream in Eastern Washington. In
1997, he took several large dairy operations in Washington state to court for
contaminating the Yakima River. His
"Got Milk, Got Manure" bumper sticker
didn't make the dairy industry too happy,
but it got the message across.
Bean's most notable success may
have been a 1993 report exposing
McDonald's for purchasing french fries
from operators who, in the pursuit of the
"perfect" french fry, used excessive
amounts of nitrate fertilizers that ended
up polluting the groundwater in eastern
Oregon and Washington. The story landed him on the front page of the New
York Times, iri a story by Tim Egan.
The story unleashed a backlash
among foundations who stopped supporting Bean. He was 'too controversial.
But he wouldn't bend to fit their expectations. So how about a hearty Irish toast
- we suggest Bean's favorite whiskey
Bushmills - to our old friend.

B
Greetings from Cyanide Lake, Idaho
The emergency plan to dump poison into the Salmon River headwaters
by Paul Koberstem
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The Withering·Willamette
Superfund steps in to clean up a sick river
By Elizabeth Grossman
n early April, the Environmental
Protection Agency recommended
that the 5.5-mile stretch of the
Willamette River running through
Portland Harbor be designated a federal Superfund site. Contaminated
riverbed sediment is the toxic legacy of
industries that have long used the
Willamette as a dumpster. Despite
public perception that industrial pollution of the Willamette is under control,
millions of pounds of toxic chemicals
continue to pour into the river each
year.
"If your bathtub is overflowing,
you don't start cleaning up the mess by
mopping the floor," says Laura Weiss,
pesticide program director with the
Oregon Environmental Council. "You
start by turning off the tap. But we
don't seem to have learned that lesson
with toxics."
A recent Willamette Riverkeeper
report cites EPA records showing the
volume of toxic point source discharges
into the Willamette doubled between
1995 and 1997 (the most recent year for

I

A mining operation on the Willamette near Portland has been the site of toxic dumping.
Photo by Paul Koberstein/Cascadia Times

which
figures
are
available).
Consequently, the Willamette is now
the tenth most toxic river in the nation,
and receives the most direct releases of

toxic chemicals among all rivers in the
West.
"The report should serve as a wake
CONTINUED
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Sequoia National Monument:
A Betrayal
by Dan Hamburg

T

he galling thing is that on the face of it, it sounds
like a good deal: President Clinton promising to
"save" majestic California sequoias by creating a
national forest monument in the southern Sierra Nevada
Range.
But it has all the earmarks of a betrayal, another environmental ruse gussied up and sold to the American peo-

COMMENTARY
pie as a plan to preserve trees when it really will destroy
them.
In April, President Clinton declared the creation of
the Sequoia National Monument, composed of 327,000
acres of the 1.1 mill ion acre Sequoia National Forest.
So far, the management plan for the monument has
not yet been released. There are no maps, no budget.
The government, afraid of inciting its critics, is unwilling
to share these critical details, though the "declaration"
was saturated with emotional fanfare reminiscent of the
extortionate Headwaters deal.
The Sequoia National Forest has been mismanaged
and overcuc for decades. This has occurred under the
stewardship of the US Forest Service (USFS), an agency
of the Department of Agriculture (USDA). Activists have
been forced to go to court repeatedly to stop the worst
predations on the Sequoia National Forest. Now, at the
moment when it seems we are on the threshold of a great

victory, we are taking a step backward.
This is because, as a sop to two sawmills, the Clinton
administration is poised to allow the cutting of 28 million
board feet of Sequoia National Monument timber over
the next two and half years. This is four times the amount
of the current annual cut on the entire 1.1 million acre
forest!
Jn other words, while the president declares a national monument out one side of his mouth, out the other he
calls in the hogs to the crough for one last feeding. The
trees to be cue will, in most cases, come from the best
forests remaining, those closest to the old-growth stands
of giant sequoia, ponderosa pine, and fir that we are supposedly trying so hard to protect.
The Forest Service defends this last fling of timber
cutting within monument boundaries as a "forest
health" measure. They claim that fuel loads need to be
reduced and "hazard trees" removed. This is nonsense.
When will the federal government stop playing God with
our public forest land? In fact, the entire "forest health
crisis" has been manufactured by industry lobbyists and
government bureaucrats determined to get rid of every
last tree.
It's hardly news that Forest· Service management of
public forest land across the country has been a disaster
for the taxpayer and for the environment. Logging of federal forest lands actually costs taxpayers over a billion
dollars a year, not counting inventory reduction, loss of
soils, denuding of slopes, choking of streams, and the loss
CONTINUED
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Delta so it can log its 8,000-acre
inholding 30 miles east of the
Copper River. According to
American Rivers, the road would
sever hundreds of streams that feed
· into the Delta, many of which are
critical salmon habitat, and could
severely impair the environmental,
aesthetic, and subsistence values of
the area.
American Rivers, a national
environmental group, named the
Copper River the country's fourthmost endangered river.
The 700,000-acre Copper River
Delta is the largest wetlands compie~ <:m th~ Pacific Coast of North
America and is world-renowned for
its salmon runs. The logging access
road could also open the door to
additional development in the
future.

A fisherman casts a line into the Willamette River's Superfund zone. Photo by Paul Koberstein/Cascadia Times

up call,"
says
Portland
City
Commissioner
Eric Sten. "The
Willamette is in bad shape."
In 1997, the report says 4,106,635
pounds of toxic chemicals cracked by
che EPA's Toxics Release Inventory
were discharged into the Willamette
Basin. The top 20 industrial dischargers
accounted for 99 percent of this volume,
which included over 10,000 pounds of
known carcinogens and over 82,000
pounds of persistent coxic metals.
The high-tech industry, producing
metals produces and semiconductors,
releases the most toxics into the
Willamette, followed by pulp, paper
and wood produces manufacturing.
The top 20 industrial dischargers
include Wacker Siltronic Corporation,
Wah Chang and Oregon Metallurgical,

Willamette
Industries,
Smurfit
Newsprint, Mitsubishi Silicon America,
Pope & Talbot, Weyerhaeuser, Cascade
General, Hewlett Packard, Fore James
and Intel.
"The majority of the toxic pollution in the Willamette is legally permitted by che Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality," says Brendan
Kane of Oregon Scace Public Interest
Research Group.
These dischargers have National
Pollutant
Discharge
Elimination
System permits allowing them to
release toxics into the river. Between
1991 and 1999 the number ofNPDES
permits in the Willamette Basin more
than tripled.
The toxics detailed in the
Riverkeeper report are only a portion
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of those
actually entering
the
Willamette. The EPA's Toxics Release
Inventory program tracks only toxic
discharges released from point sources,
such as a pipe or other fixed outlet but
does not track non-point source pollution. Many toxic chemical products including many pesticides - are not
monitored by the TRI and do not
appear on the list.
Industries are required co report
exactly what chemicals (and their quantities) they transfer to treatment plants,
but the treatment plants aren't subject
co the same oversight. Instead, the
Oregon DEQ relies on self-reporting by
the treatment planes, and calls this "a
real gray area" in toxics' monitoring.
Treatment plants do reduce the
direct discharge of toxics, but they have
3

of species by the score.
tration is "puffing [the monument] up with fake acreage."
In most cases, national monuments are overseen by the
The Clinton administration's crude manipulations have
more environmentally benign National Park Service, an left sequoia activists vowing to sue. "Instead of being
agency of the Department of the Interior. Why is the lulled, we're more outraged than ever and more determined
Sequoia National Monument being left in the hands of the to do something about it," says Marcin Litton of the
Forest Service? This is very much akin to leaving the fox co Sequoia Alliance. Unfortunately, no one seems to know
watch over the henhouse. Perhaps the fox has reformed whether future legal actions will have greater or lesser
himself, but who would want to bet on it?
standing. Monument status may even exempt the federal
Even at this late dace, no one knows which areas are to government from obeying certain of its own laws when
be protected. We've now been told that the monument will approving timber cuts.
contain 327,000 acres, but not which 327,000 acres. Many
If we can afford to create the Sequoia National
areas that will no doubt be included have already been Monument, we can afford to reclaim the contracts for the 28
cleared of trees and wildlife. We look forward to a Jong, million board feet of timber inside the monument that co
arduous, and expensive job of restoring these areas co some- date have been neither cut nor paid for.
thing approaching their natural condition.
Further destruction of the unique and precious habitat
The size of the monument also remains a major bone of of the giant sequoia forests is totally unwarranted, unnecescontention. The Natural Resources Defense Council, sary, and counterproductive co the stated intention of
which has taken an active role in the establishment of the declaring the monument in the first place. We can't save the
monument, originally called for a minimum of 400,000 acres forest by continuing co destroy it.
•
co be included. Now, the proposed size of the monument is
down to 327,000 acres. Worse, some of the acreage, notably Dan Hamburg, a former member of Congress, is executive directhe Kings River Special Management Unit (over 25,000 tor of Voice of the Environment (www.voteaction.org). He writes
acres), has already been protected by Congress! Said one from Arcata, Calif.
longtime sequoia preservation activist, the Clinton adminis-
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West is evolving from an energy
producer to a telecommunications
business. Montana Power has divested
all their hydroelectric
plants
but
~illcown. The small, 2-megawatt facility has become a liabilicv and thus far
Montana Power has been. unable either
to sell or give the dam away. Last fall,
Montana Power tried t0 give the dam
to the state of Montana; their offer was
declined.
The 94-year-old dam has no fish
passage. It blocks bull trout, a threatened species,
westslope cutthroat
trout, a candidate for listing under the
Endangered Species Act and the river's rainbow trout. The reservoir creates a warm water lake, allowing introduced pike, which prey on the native
fish, to thrive.
The dam itself is made of timber
filled with rocks coated with three feet
Riverbank signs alert visitors to wildlife and sewage overflows. Photo by Paul Koberstein
of concrete. Last summer, its "hazard
rating" was increased co "high" by the
not reduced the overall volume of toxics
Federal
Energy
Regulatory
entering the Willamette. Between 1995
Commission,
the
agency
that
regulates
and 1997, the volume of toxics released
hydropower plants.
by treatment plants nearly doubled,
According to FERC regulations,
much of that wastewater from highdam
owners must announce intentions
tech manufacturers.
to apply for a license renewal five years
Toxics in the Willamette in large
before the current
one expires.
volumes include nitrate compounds,
Milltown's deadline to seek re-licensmethanol,
manganese
compounds,
ing came in December 1999. Montana
xylene, ammonia, zinc and copper
Power
has asked for a two-year extenBy
Elizabeth
Grossman
compounds, chloroform, formaldehyde
~ion
before
announcing its intentions,
and numerous solvents.
in
hopes
of
unloading
the dam or, failaking out a dam doesn't have co
Throughout the Willamette Basin,
i!1g
that,
finding
how
much
its liability
several "persistent
poisons" violate
be co~trove~sial. Just ask the
for
cleaning
up
the
reservoir
- which
folks
10
Missoula,
Montana
water quality standards, according to
falls under federal Superfund jurisdicabout Milltown Dam, abouc six mile~
an Oregon Environmental
Council
tion - will be.
upstream on the Clark Fork River.
report released this spring. The violarAs long as the dam is licensed and
"It's a big public issue, not just for
tors include dieldrin,
DDT, dioxin,
operating,
Montana Power is legally
lead, mercury and PCBs. Most of these
the folks in. Birkenstocks," says Tracy
a_bs~lved
by
t?e Superfund law of any
Stone-Manning, Executive Director of
result
from non-point, rather than
liability.
This
curious wrinkle
of
the Clark Fork Coalition. Not only are
point
sources.
Both
OEC
and
Superfund
law
was
written
specifically
conservation groups like the Clark Fork
Riverkee~er reports found that "perto accommodate Montana Power and
sistent bioaccurnularive
toxics" are Coalition and Trout Unlimited working
Milltown Dam. If the dam is not
coward dam removal, so are the Missoula
being discharged
regularlv
into the
licensed or in operation, Montana Power
Willamette. These substances - penCity a~d County Health Departments,
becomes responsible for the cleanup.
the Missoula County commissioners
tachlorophenol,
dioxin (found in fish
If FERC denies the license
and
the
local
Rotary
club.
tissue samples taken from the mainextension,
the decommissioning
Why does such a diverse coalition
stem . and
tributaries
of
the
process
will
begin. With that will
wane to see the dam go? Because it creWillamette), and lead - remain in the
come
the
difficult
cleanup of the
ates Milltown Reservoir, a 180-acre
environment for a long time, and accutoxic
sediments
and
the wrangling
body of toxic water at the confluence
mulate to higher concentrations in
over who will pay for what. The
people and wildlife.
of the Clark Fork and Blackfoot
Missoula City and County Health
Rivers. The reservoir is the downThe total volume of wastewater
B~ards,
Missoula County, the City of
stream terminus
of the country's
released by Willamette Basin indusMissoula,
Trout Unlimited and others
largest
Superfund
site,
the
124-mile
tries in 1998 was enough to fill the
have
intervened
(the Clark
Fork
stretch of the Clark Fork that runs
reservoir
behind
the Willamette's
Coa_lition
has
also
applied
to
intervene),
Foster Dam.
between Butte and Missoula. For nearforcing FERC to consider their concerns.
ly a century, toxic pollution from the
Oregon's economy has grown over
The Environmental
Protection
Butte
and
Anaconda
mines
has
flowed
the past decade, but this success has
Agency, which oversees the Superfund
into the the reservoir. In some places
come at a price: an increasingly pollutprogram, favors dam removal but has
the sediments
which
contain
ed river system.
As communities
not
yet released its clean up plan. Any
arsenic, barium, copper, iron, manthroughout the Willamette Basin constrategy
for dealing with the toxic sedganese and .zinc - are 30 feet deep.
tinue to grow, so does pressure co use
iments must be coordinated
with the
Because of this toxic build-up,
the Willa_m~me as a source of drinking
fate
of
the
dam.
Under
the
current
huge volumes of arsenic-contaminated
water. Millions of dollars will be spent
Superfund
plan,
ARCO,
who
now
co clean up Portland Harbor and to groundwater flow into an aquifer that
owns
the
Butte
and
Anaconda
mines
is
supplies water to the community of
make the Willamette safe for its threatresponsible
for cleaning up Millto~vn
Milltown. The underground arsenic
ened and endangered
salmon and
Reservoir. ARCO now says it wants
plume extends about 110 acres and has
~te~lhead. But as these new reports
the dam to stay.
contaminated
the residential water
indicate, clean up will never be comThe process for removing Milltown
pleted so long as toxics continue co wells. In the river, high flows and ice
Dam will not be easy, but Missoula
foul the watershed.
jams flush toxic sediments downstream
seems ready to tackle the task. "It's
creating serious water quality violation~
exci_ting to see the community say,
Eltza~eth Crossman and Joe Coffman are that have harmed and killed fish.
'Th is can h appen, '" says StoneMilltown Dam is owned by the
principa! authors of the Willamette
Rioereeepers report.
Montana Power Company which - in Manning.
a move emblematic of the changing

In Missoula,
Almost Everyone
Wants the Dam
to Go
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The Ultimate
Environmentalists
Julie Jo Quick, spokeswoman for
the 230,000-mernber National
Cattlemen's Association, says the
impacts of cattle and sheep have
been exaggerated, and public lands
are in better condition now than
they were a
quarter-century
ago. "Ranchers;'
she says,"are tne
!)ltimate environ.:'"'
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4th Runners Up CHEVRON and
UNOCAL are tied for this honor.
Chevron, for the longevity of its
"People Do" campaign, and Unocal
for grotesque innovation in the
Human Rights equivalent of greenwash. Chevron Chairman David
O'Reilly gets a two hour, private
lecture by Nigerian Climate Justice
leader Oronto Douglas entitled
"What People in the Niger Delta
Do," Unocal CEO Roger Beech
receives a Made In Burma backpack.
MiB backpacks are specially designed
for conscripted porters carrying
those heavy loads of military supplies.

Non Point Poop
Just as the Environmental Protection Agency is
trying to strengthen the
1972 Clean Water Act, by
reducing pollution from
resource extraction industries, a number of industry
groups are pushing bills in
Congress to weaken the Jaw. The EPA
wants to regulate pollution from such
activities as logging and cattle grazing
that are classified as "non-point
sources" of pollution-- that is, the
stuff doesn't come from the end of a
pipe. (A federal court has ruled that
the end of a cow is not like the end
of a pipe, thus cow manure is "nonpoint" pollution.) The EPA has now
written new rules to crack down on
non-point polluters. Why did it wait
so long? Until now, the EPA has
assumed Congress never intended it
to regulate these sources. But in
recent years, data shows that most
pollution in our rivers is "non-point."
Congress may stop the EPA from
correcting this problem. Four bills in
Congress would exempt logging from
new permit requirements.

quashed. Congress is passing a $45
billion bill that would buy public lands
to create urban parks, protect wildlife
and restore eroded beaches, and the
House is expected to approve it this
week. But the most unusual aspect
of this bill was its sponsor: Resources
Committee Chairman Don Young, RAlaska, rated one of the most antienvironmemal members of Congress
by the Leagi;ie of Conservation
Voters. The Clinton administrationwhich announced its own, more mod·est $1.4 billr,s,n "land legacy" initiative
last year- supports the legislation. •

A wolf released at Yellowstone National Park. Photos above and at right courtesy National Park Service.

Wolves Slaughtered in Central Idaho
By Paul Koberstei»

and elk. "They're decimating our
herds," he says. "\Ve live here, we're
not living in places like Portland and
Seattle where its nice co hear a wolf
howl. These wolves are so entrenched
now they can't be effectively shoe out.
The only way to get rid of them is if
you poison 'cm."

n an Easter \\'eek shoot out, a
Central Idaho wolf pack was
destroyed by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service after cattle ranchers
reported losing four calves. The.
agency has now killed off three wolf
packs in the last six months.
And while conservationists
are
calling for a reassessment of the wolf
reintroduction program, which fails co
give wolves full protection under the
Endangered
Species
Act, some
ldahoans are declaring war on the wolf.
"This is a wolf control program,
not wolf restoration," says Charles
Pezcshki, Clearwater Biodiversity
Project from Moscow. "We're asking
wolves to change, but not ranchers. We
don't shoot spotted owls. The timber
industry had to bend. Why arc ranchers so special?"
"We're devastated over the loss of
the White Cloud pack," said Lynne
Stone, Executive Director, BoulderWhite Clouds Council, Ketchum. "We
feel robbed. This pack roamed the
500,000-acre
wild White
Cloud
Mountains and brought joy to us. We
thought that Idahoans had finally
- Ron Gillette,
learned to accept wolves back into
Central Idaho Wolf Coalition, Inc.
their ancestral homeland."
Bue in Idaho, wolves are not nearly as wild as the politics. Ron Gillette,
Gunners working for the Fish and
an outfitter in Stanley, has formed the Wildlife Service: nevertheless, aim co
anti-wolf Central Idaho Wolf Coalition
try. After ranchers reported the loss of
Inc., and he makes clear what his posi- two calves, they told the Fish and
tion is. "I'm celling you I want 'em Wildlife Service they "wanted the
out," he says. "These goddamned .wolves gone." Obediently, the agency
wolves arc killing everything."
pursued five wolves by helicopter,
By "everything," he means deer including a pregnant "alpha" or lead

I

We live here, we're not
living in places like
Portland and Seattle where
its nice to hear a wolf
howl. These wolves are so
entrenched now they can't
be effectively shot out.
The only way to get rid of
them is if you poison 'em.

wolf. Four of the wolves, including the
alpha pair, were captured and relocated co Lola Pass, at the Idaho-Montana
border. The fifth - the "Judas" wolf
- was given a radio collar so he could
lead federal agents back co the rest of
the pack back in Central Idaho's
Boulder-White
Clouds
proposed
wilderness area near Ketchum.
Bad weather hampered further
"control" actions on the pack. Then,
in mid-April, another nearby rancher
reported two calf kills on his property.
The Fish and Wildlife Service gave
the order to destroy the four remaining
wolves. On April 20, the Judas wolf led
Wildlife Services
gunner
Rick
Williamson
co
three
wolves.
Williamson shot two. An agency official reported he was surprised to learn
that one of the dead wolves was the
alpha male which had returned over
100 miles to his White Cloud homeland.
"This wolf was a magnificent,
native wolf which had been seen in the
White Clouds for several years by
recreationiscs and hunters," Stone said.
The next morning, Good Friday,
Williamson shot the collared Judas
wolf. Only one lone wolf remains of
the nine member pack. The fate of the
pregnant alpha female, who should
have pups by now, is unknown.
Without the alpha male to help provide her and the litter food, their survival outlook is grim.
"The original deal to deny wolves
ESA protection was done to dampen
political opposition," says Faus Geiger
of Hailey. "Now, wolf opponents are
having wolves killed at whim. It's crag-
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ic. This madness has to stop." Geiger
said she would welcome wolves on her
foothill property in Camas County.
Stone says her group has been
receiving calls and e-mails from all over
the country. "People are upset, heart
broken. They want to help. Americans
admire and cherish the Yellowstone
wolves and want wolves back in other
native habitats. We're all concerned
that the trigger-happy USFWS will
stare shooting at the Stanley pack next.
All it takes is for a rancher or someone
who dislikes wolves to claim more than
one livestock mortality."
The fact that the White Cloud
pack was killed for preying on livestock
particularly galls Jon Marvel, Idaho
Watersheds Project in Hailey. He said
cattle in the area are continually grazing outside their allotment.
"Ranchers apparently are above
the law," Marvel said. "Fortunately, the
Sawtooth National Recreation Area will
announce a new grazing plan for the
White Clouds soon. We expect drastic
reductions in cattle numbers. The public will have opportunity to comment
on the SNRA's new plan. Perhaps the
wolves will have more chance with
fewer cows."

British Company
Out at Hanford
he U.S. government is about to
fund a project to cleanup the
ghastly nuclear wastes that lie
in the leaking underground storage
tanks at Hanford. The question is who
will do the work.
It won't be British Nuclear Fuels
Lrd., which until recently had the
inside crack to getting the contract
until
it
blindsided
the
U.S.
Department of Energy in April with a
bid at more than double the expected
amount. The bid came in at an alarming $15.2 billion
and sent the
Department of Energy, the states of
Washington and Oregon, and Hanford
watchdog groups reeling.
"We will riot approve this proposal.
The price is 'unacceptably high and is
unfundable. This is the latest develop-

T

ment in a disturbing trend of unacceptable and unexplained budget escalation," exclaimed Energy Secretary Bill
Richardson in an April 26 press release
that had BNFL executives dashing to
Washington D.C. the next day co meet
with Richardson.
A week before releasing the $15.2
billion figure, BNFL announced that
the contract would be closer to $13.9
billion, up $7 billion from previous estimates. The announcement was promptly followed by the resignation of BNFL

"The contract involves
technologythat is lessthan-proven for Hanford
wastes, an astronomical
dollar amount, and a contractor engaged in unsafe
and unethicalpractices."
-Robin Klein
Hanford Action of Oregon
Vice President Mike Lawrence, a former DOE Hanford Site manager, who
claimed to have been kept in the dark
about the budget and was angry that he
had to defend such an exorbitant
amount. The DOE is now looking for
other options.
"This proposal comes just eighteen months after BNFL informed the
Department that it was confident it
could design, construct and operate a
facilitv
for $6.9 billion,"
said
Richa;dson who was clearly frustrated
with BNFL.
The us. isn't the only one to get
cold feet with the British giant. DOE
apprehension about' BNFL grew as
Switzerland, Japan, and Germany axed
their business with the company over
falsified safety documents and unsafe
practices. B FL also faces prosecution
in Scotland for radiation leaks from its
nuclear power station, where the
Scottish Environment Agency has been

led to "question seriously the competence of BNFL's management
of
radioactive waste and its commitment
co environmental protection."
Because of the poor safety record
and for lack of competence and integrity, 22 public interest groups - including· the Government Accountability
Project, Hanford Action of Oregon,
Heart of America Northwest, and
Columbia River United - filed a petition to bar BNFL from receiving contracts from the Department of Energy,
including the Hanford contract. These
groups where sharply critical of the
earlier, $6. 9 billion budget, and the
slow schedule (only 10 percent of tank
wastes would be treated by 2018).
Now groups are calling for an
emergency regional forum to keep
cleanup from once again getting derailed. They want a different financing
scheme, a faster cleanup timetable
with less risk and different management. They are also demanding that
budget and design details be made
available to the public for review. Gerry
Pollet, a Hanford budget expert with
Heart of America
orrhwest, still
believes that the job cai:i be done more
quickly and for less than $7 billion.
"While we all strive for expeditious
cleanup of the dangerous radioactive
wastes stored in the leaking tanks at
Hanford, and have persistently urged
the acceleration of waste removal and
treatment, we should not award a mul. ti-billion dollar contract with blinders
on," says Robin Klein of Hanford
Action of Oregon. "The contract
'"
involves
technology t h at .is 1 ess-t h anproven for Hanford wastes, an astronomical dollar amount, and a contractor
engaged in unsafe and unethical practices."
After firing BNFL, Richardson not
only opened the project up tO new bidders, but also welcomed alternative
financing and new design proposals.
Meanwhile, Bechtel Corp., a BNFL
partner at Hanford, continues design
work that is still less than 15 percent
complete. The DOE still aims for a
July 2001 construction start as planned,
and will select a new contractor by
October 2000.

EPA Plugs its
Own Leak
By Paul Koberstein

T

he Environmental
Protection
Agency, famous for putting the
kibosh on industrial emissions, is
now plugging a much different source of
leaks - its own P.R. department.
Last October, the EPA's press office
in Seattle prepared a detailed press
release about water pollution in Idaho's
Boise River. The three-page statement
gave a summary of who is polluting the
Boise, and how much is being released.
It added a key reasons why the pollution
should be curbed: some of it is toxic to
fish. And it laid out the EPA's plan for
cleaning the river.

But somewhere between the press
office and the mai I room, the EPA
removed most of the details. By the
time it left the building, all but three
paragraphs had settled out of the threepage release.
The brief statement did convey
the news: The city of Boise's two
sewage treatment plants must meet
limits on how much lead and cadmium
they can release into the Boise River.
The EPA gave the city another five
years to remove copper.
But, as they say, there was much
more to the story. Among the sludge
removed from the press release were
these faets:
• Copper discharges threaten the
health of the Boise River. The draft
version helpfully provided this quote
from Chuck Clarke,
the EPA's
Northwest regional administrator, to
explain some of the dangers of copper
to fish: "Copper is toxic, and too much
of it can adversely affect water quality.
The Boise River is home to rainbow
trout, brown trout and other fish that
make the river a popular spot for recreational fishing."
• The two largest polluters are
Micron and Hewlett Packard. Micron,
with discharges of about 2.3 million gallons of wastewater each day, is No. 1.
Both emit copper, lead and cadmium.
The EPA may have been unwilling
co single out Micron, in particular. No

other company
gives
more
co
Republicans in the GOP-dominated
state than Micron, which was co-founded by Idaho's most powerful business
leader, the staunch conservative J.R.
Simplot.
The first release offers insight into
why Boise has been so slow to crack
down on copper. The city believes that
Micron and H-P aren't really to blame,
because most of the pollution washes
down from the mountains or comes
from households. The EPA contends
chat adding pollution to an already polluted river is not a good thing.
Finally, the first release offered
this helpful tidbit: "NOTE TO EDITORS: Most cities in the Northwest
have adopted municipal sewage treatment ordinances chat set limits for the
metal content of commercial wastewater that can be sent to their municipal treatment plants. Boise has not."
Usually at the EPA, the more information released, the better. As EPA
Administrator said in a recent speech,
the agency believes "putting information in the hands of the American people is one of the best ways to protect
public health and the environment.
Give people the facts, and they can
make intelligent, informed decisions
about how to protect themselves, their
families and their communities." Even
in Idaho.
•
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Wastewater from the Grouse Creek mine sits in this lake in the headwaters of Idaho's famous Salmon River. The leak has been leaking for years. but federal officials fear it could overflow
or collapse. Photo courtesy Lynne Stone/Boulder-White Clouds Council.

The emergency plan to dump poison into
the Sahnon River's headwaters by Paul Koberstein
STANLEY,Idaho - Federal officials
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say they will issue an emergency order
forcing a gold mining company to
remove a lake of cyanide that is contaminating salmon habitat in Idaho,
Cascadia Times has learned. The lake
is perched on a bench almost directly
above the Yankee Fork of Idaho's
famous Salmon River, at the edge of
the Frank Church-River of No Return
Wilderness.
The Salmon River and its tribucaries are key to the Northwest's billion-dollar salmon restoration effort.
Once home to some of the most abundant salmon runs of any tributary in the
Columbia Basin, its fish have been deeimated since the construction of federal dams on the Columbia and Snake.
Proposals to remove four dams on the
Lower Snake would restore more fish
by far to the Salmon than any other river. But federal officials worry that the

cyanide spilling into the Salmon's
headwaters is making survival all the
more difficult for endangered salmon,
steelhead and bull trout.
The government intends to move
quickly on removing the 65-acre Jake,
which contains 500 million gallons of
cyanide-laced wastewater, plus 4.3 million tons of tailings - all from the
defunct Grouse Creek open-pit gold
mine, owned and operated by Hecla
Mining Co., of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho.
Cyanide has been detected in ground
or surface water near the mine almost
continuously since it opened in 1994.
But the government's biggest fear now
is chat eventually the lake could overflow in a major storm, sending torrents
of poison down a mountainside into the
Yankee Fork, potentially killing all living things for many miles. The dam
holding back the lake could also
become unstable because of earth-

quakes, bad weather or leaks.
"We have a problem on our
hands," said Helen Hillman of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration in Seattle, in response
co a Cascadia Times inquiry. NOAA is
involved because it manages Idaho's
salmon under the Endangered Species
Act.
"If we don't do something about it,
it could get worse," Hillman said. "The
amazing thing was this mine was permitted in the first place. Eventually it
would overflow, and you would have
highly toxic water flowing right into
the Yankee Fork. It would kill everything in the Yankee Fork for miles."
One federal official likened the situation to a Romanian gold mine spill
that devastated 300 miles of the
Danube and its tributaries, when the
top of a dam broke, releasing an estimated 100,000 cubic meters of

cyanide-laced wastewater within 11
hours. Now, in Idaho, with every heavy
spring rain, agencies and conservationists watching the cyanide lake at
Grouse Creek worry that a similar disaster could happen in Idaho.
"vVe are facing a tradeoff between
the low level of damage from cyanide
release, and the potential for a catastrophic spill," said Nick Iadanza, a
National Marine Fisheries Service biologist who has reviewed cleanup plans.
"In Romania we had the same kind of
situation. A tailings impoundment didn't fail - it overflowed. There was a
massive fish kill. If this mine at Grouse
Creek would fail, that would be pretty
catastrophic. I honestly don't know
what the potential would be to fail. It is
leaking, and it seems unlikely they are
going co be able co control that leak."
However, the government's plan
for removing the lake is risky, too.

drain all of the contaminated water from the Jake, treat it, and
then dump it directly into the Yankee
Fork. Given the high levels of contamination, the EPA believes that removing all the pollution from the water may
not be possible at any price within
Hecla's ability to pay. Yet federal officials say the river will dilute the pollution enough to make it safe for fish - a
point chat some conservationists
dispute. They are concerned that toxic
levels of pollution will be discharged
directly in the path of migrating salmon
fur however long it~
tllO empty the
lake, most likely for three or more
years.
Hecla has refused co sign a consent
agreement providing for a cleanup.
Negotiations with the Forest Service,
which owns the property where the
mine is located, broke down in late
April. The Forest Service is now
preparing to issue a "unilateral order"
forcing Hecla co take immediate action.
But while officials hurry co head off
a catastrophic spill, they must also deal
with chronic cyanide poisoning of
salmon habitat that appears to be getting worse as water levels in the lake
rise. The EPA says the lake recently
was found to be leaking ac a new point.
And as the waters rise, the downward
pressure forcing contaminated water
out from the bottom of the lake also
increases. Water levels in the lake have
risen about 10 feet in the last three
years, with about 20 feet to go before
water reaches the top of the dam.
"If you had a huge storm event,
that could speed up the need for
action,"
said
Nick
Ceco,
the
Environmental
Protection Agency's
regional mining coordinator
in the
Northwest. "That's why I want to get
the pond emptied quickly. If it raised
the elevation 5 to 10 feet, that could
increase the contamination."
One positive note is that the dam
holding back the lake appears to be stable for now, Ceco said. But the dam was
built on top of an old landslide, and
another federal official reviewing the
problem said the lake is not in a secure
place and was never designed to hold
as much water as it does now.
"The more water you get in the
pond, the more downward pressure you
get, the faster you get water moving
down into the creeks," NOAA's
Hillman said. "We already have a
chronic problem right now. There is a
potential if we don't do anything about
it, this could fail."
The poisons would enter the
Yankee Fork just upstream from a million-dollar salmon recovery project
operated by the Shoshone-Bannock
Tribe, which is working to restore
salmon runs to the area, where the tribe
has reserved fishing rights.
"The water is acutely toxic for
fish," Hillman said. "Our choice wasn't
real palatable. If there was some other
way around this problem I'd like to see
the solution. We'd be happy to avoid
having to discharge any of this water
into the Yankee Fork."
Federal officials also must deal
with Hecla and its troubles. Until last

They plan

tO

Elevated levels of cyanide have been detected for years in Jordan Creek. immediately
downhill from the contaminated lake. Photo by Paul Koberstein

"The amazing thing. was this
mine was permitted in the first
place. Eventually it would
overflow, and you would have
highly toxic water flowing
right into the Yankee Fork. It
would kill everything in the
Yankee Fork for miles."
-Helen Hillman

summer, Hecla denied that the Jake
was leaking, insisting
instead that
residue from an old spill was the source
of contamination. Hecla is opposed to
federal proposals calling on it to
remove and treat the wastewater to a
high standard, insisting instead on a
much less rigorous cleanup.
Federal officials worry that if they
push Hecla too hard, the company may
go out of business. It may anyway:
Hecla has lost money in each of the last
nine years, including a $38.6 million
loss in 1999, and says it may never
again become profitable. Hecla carries
a $7 million bond, an amount that probably won't come close to covering
cleanup costs at Grouse Creek.
Hecla also has environmental
cleanup liabilities at seven other sites
in Idaho, including Superfund sites at
Bunker Hill and the South Fork Coeur
D'Alene River. If Hecla walks away
from these obligations, the responsibility to pay for them would shift co taxpayers, officials say. That, of course,
would be nothing new for the mining
industry. The worst cyanide spill in the
U.S., at the Summitville Mine in
Colorado, left 17 miles of the Alamosa
River ecologically dead. Rather than
stick around and clean it up, the mine's
owner,
Summitville
Consolidated
Mining Company, declared bankruptcy
in 1992 and walked away. (Hecla did
not return phone calls to Cascadia
Times.)
"We have to just work with them
and the current bond they have in
place and hope they are willing and
able
to
perform,"
said Maggie
Manderbach, regional mining coordinator for the Forest Service. "What
choice do we have?
Complicating the sensitive negotiations between the federal government
and Hecla is the position taken by the
state of Idaho. Federal officials say
Idaho has joined Hecla in advocating
for a less stringent cleanup. The state is
willing to let Hecla contaminate threefourths of the Yankee Fork's width,
three times greater than what the EPA
would allow. All along the state has
been one of the rnine's biggest boosters, and recently reduced a fine, levied
against Hecla last year for illegal
cyanide discharges, from $230,000 to
$51,500.

Who let this happen?
Historically throughout the West,
mines have been major polluters, but
the mining industry claims to have
made big strides in environmental protection at newer sites. That's why this
spill is so troublesome. Grouse Creek
was billed as a modern, open-pit mine
using "state of the art" technology by
its owner, Idaho politicians and even
the EPA. Its main defense against a
spill was a supposed to be plastic liner
placed under the lake, and a 12-inch ::r
layer of compacted clay beneath that. ~
The liners failed long ago.
Rick Johnson, executive director of Cl>
the Idaho Conservation League, con- ~
tends that the troubling situation at 8

§

The Yankee Fork of the famous Salmon River will receive cyanide and metal contamination
in water drained and treated from the lake. Photo by Paul Koberstein
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Hecla called the shots. The Forest
Service, state agencies, and politicians
cowtowed to the mining company."
All the more appalling to some is
the fact that the EPA, U.S. Forest
Service, National Marine Fisheries
Service and the state of Idaho granted
permits allowing the Grouse Creek
mine to be built on cop of endangered
salmon in the first place. One of the
biggest boosters was former Idaho Gov.
Cecil Andrus, who reacted to complaints about the mine in 1994 by proclaiming, "l can show you a thousands
sins of the past we need to clean up,
but modern-day mining in Idaho is a
plus. The salmon problem isn't with
mining in Idaho; it's with those eight
blocks of concrete (federal dams)
downstream."
While Stone agrees that dams are
deadly to fish, she says: "This is all the
more reason to have clean water and
superb habitat for our surviving salmon
and steelhead here in Salmon River
country. Building mines in salmon
habitat is insanity."
Jim johnston, regional director for
the Idaho Division of Environmental
Quality, refused to comment when
asked by Cascadia Times on whether
the mine was a mistake. "I'm not going
to comment on that, it was before my
time. I really don't know whether it
should or shouldn't have been built. I
think they probably could have done a
better job of permitting it. I don't think
they foresaw the leaking pond."
But Kristen Boyles, a lawyer with
the Earthjustice Legal Defense Fund
in Seattle, agrees with Stone: "I firmly
believe there is no way these mines
should be operating in salmon critical
habitat."

A polluter from the start

The photo at top shows the contaminated lake in 1997. The photo at bottom. taken in April 2000. shows water levels some 20 feet from the
top. Top photo by Lynne Stone. Boulder-White Clouds Council. Photo at bottom by Paul Koberstein
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Grouse Creek demonstrates beyond
doubt that open-pit cyanide mines, no
matter how carefully constructed, pose
unacceptable risks to the environment.
"This is modern mining at its best bleeding cyanide in to the river," he
said.
The events at Grouse Creek have
disillusioned even some of the mine's
boosters. "I used to hold this mine up
as a mine run well," the EPA's Ceto
said.
Cyanide-based gold mines dot the
western U.S., and new ones are proposed in Montana and Washington
state. Because of power granted to mining companies by the 1872 Mining Act,

citizens, states and federal agencies are
all but powerless co stop them.
Montana voters in 1998 banned new
cyanide heap-leach mines, but Canyon
Resources, a mining company that
wants to dig a huge mine next to the
Blackfoot River east of Missoula, sued
the state over its law in April. Montana
will defend the law, but otherwise is
among many states that, like Idaho,
tend to welcome the big open-pit
mines for the plentiful jobs they produce. Canyon's Kendall Mine in
Lewiston, Mont., also leaks cyanide.
The state of Washington, meanwhile, has granted permits to Battle
Mountain Gold Co. for an open-pit

cyanide mine in Okanogan County.
The Okanogan Highlands Alliance in
Tonasket
and
the
Center
for
Environmental Law and Policy in
Seattle are fighting the permits in
court.
In its early days, the Grouse Creek
mine had few critics, and few listened
to them. Lynne Stone, director of the
Boulder White Clouds Council, a conservation . group based in nearby
Ketchum, led a lonely fight against the
mine since its construction. "From the
beginning agencies seemed to be just
as blinded by gold fever as the miners
were. The Forest Service refused to let
us participate in inter-agency meetings.

Even before it opened, the mine
was already performing like just about
every other open-pit gold mine in the
West - as an environmental outlaw.
Hecla built the mine in 1993 and
operated it for just three years before
closing in 1997 after overestimating
gold reserves. The company claimed to
have good intentions from the start,
although it destroyed a picturesque
alpine wetlands, Pinyon Lake Basin,
where it carved a deep pit for discarding waste. Hecla restored a half-mile of
Jordan Creek, the largest of several
small streams near the mine, improving
aquatic habitat where it flows into the
Yankee Fork. When Hecla arrived the
area was far from pristine: both Jordan
Creek and the Yankee Fork had been
dredged by miners decades before, and
remnants of that era are apparent. High
piles of rubble and a mining dredge
remain. Nevertheless, the Yankee Fork
now supplies the Salmon River with
clean, cold water year around, essential
for a healthy salmon fishery.
The Idaho Department of Lands
recognized Hecla in 1995 with an
award for environmental excellence.
Said Hecla CEO Arthur Brown at the
mine's dedication on August 16, 1995,
"Minimizing the environmental impact
of Grouse Creek has been a major consideration for us." What he didn't say

was that the mine had been polluting
the watershed since May 1994, according to the EPA.
The use of cyanide as a chemical to
dissolve gold from finely crushed ore is
almost universal in the gold mining
industry. When it was running, Grouse
Creek processed 6,000 tons of ore
every day. The ore was crushed and
placed in the five vats, where a dilute
solution of sodium cyanide separated
out the gold and silver. Some mines
chemically destroy the excess cyanide,
but at Grouse Creek cyanide was simply discharged into the lake.
The EPA required Hecla to install
the two liners at the bottom of the lake
to prevent leaks and spills, plus build a
network of drains designed to collect
any water that seeped through. The
EPA also prohibited any cyanide leaks
or spills.
The EPA required Hecla to get a
permit under the National Pollutant
Discharge
Elimination
System
(NPDES). With the permit, Hecla
could legally spill some metals into
Jordan Creek, but not cyanide. The
state of Idaho gave Hecla a controversial loophole in its permit that let the
company spill some metals at toxic levels into the river. This loophole is
known as a "mixing zone."
From the beginning, oversight of
Heda's mixing zone was questionable.
The Idaho DEQ failed to share with
the EPA its evaluation of the physical,
chemical and biological consequences
of the mixing zone, if it indeed performed an evaluation, says the EPA's
water quality permit writer, Patty
.McGrath.
"We don't have anything on file
that shows how long that mixing zone
is or whether the state did its evaluation," she said. "They might have done
it, but they didn't send us a copy."
In May 1994, a landslide at the
construction site buried 100 yards of
Jordan Creek, in violation of the mine's
water pollution permit. The National
Marine Fisheries Service has designated Jordan Creek as critical habitat for
salmon. On August 21, 1995, five days
after the mine's dedication, and just as
adult salmon were migrating into the
area to spawn, a pipe broke at the mine,
spilling cyanide solution for about 40
minutes. Cyanide was soon found in a
creek at levels of 1.31 parts per million
- 60 times greater than levels toxic to
fish. One dead brook trout was found,
according co a local newspaper.
In January 1996, another cyanide
spill, this time 5,000 gallons, contaminated the mill yard. The EPA cited
Hecla for 258 violations of the NPDES
permit from May 1994 through June
30, 1996. Cyanide and mercury emissions exceeded limits by more than five
times the allowed levels in one 13month period.
"Hecla came crowing into central
Idaho a few years ago promising firstrate environmental compliance," Mike
.Medberry of the Idaho Conservation
League wrote in a letter to the EPA in
1996. "It broke that promise." ICL
demanded that the EPA show no
leniency toward Hecla. Instead, the

Snow covers the abandoned Grouse Creek mine. Photo by Paul Koberstein

While Stone agrees that dams
are deadly to fish, she says:
"This is all the more reason to
have clean water and superb
habitat .for our surviving
salmon and steelhead here
in Salmon River country.
Building mines in salmon
habitat is insanity."

Lynne Stone of the Boulder-White Clouds Council inspects a water quality monitoring site.
Photo· by Paul Koberstein

EPA reduced the $85,000 fine co
$21,250.
Hecla suspended operations at the
mine in April 1997, citing low gold
prices and low-quality ore at Grouse
Creek as the reasons. And yet, violations continued to became even more
common. Monitors
in June 1999
showed cyanide levels well above the
point at which fish and other aquatic
life can be harmed. Cyanide concentrations in Jordan Creek reached 60 parts
per billion, but measurements
in
springs next to the creek were nearly
1,000 times higher. Cyanide is deadly
tO aquatic life at levels above 5 pares
per billion. Cyanide levels in the lake
have ranged as high as 430 parts per
million, but because cyanide breaks
down over time, levels have dropped co
around 20 parts per million.
Finally, in July 1999, the Forest
Service ordered Hecla to begin a
cleanup. Hecla installed sumps to capture cyanide bearing groundwater and a
treatment plane to remove the pollutant. Over the winter monitors have
shown a decrease in cyanide contamination in Jordan Creek.

Dumping pollution In the
path of salmon
By the time salmon swim 900 miles
from the Pacific Ocean to their spawning grounds in the Salmon River and
the Yankee Fork, their bodies are
depleted of energy. After enduring
eight large dams, the last thing they
need to face at the end of their journey
is a toxic plume of cyanide and heavy
metals.
Federal officials are nevertheless
willing to risk some poisoning of
salmon to avert a greater worry: the
danger of a catastrophic spill. They say
thev will force Hecla to drain the lake
directly into the Yankee Fork. Besides
cyanide, the Jake contains and several
heavy metals, including arsenic, cadmium, chromium, copper, lead, mercury,
nickel, selenium, silver and zinc.
In January, NOAA agreed to give
Hecla permission to create a mixing
zone in the Yankee Fork which will
allow some release of all of these toxins
except mercury and selenium. A letter
to the EPA, signed by NOAA's Hillman,
pointed out that any additional stress or
delay, such as would be expected in a
mixing zone, could be deadly to at least
some fish. NOAA said the mixing zone
could occupy no more than 25 percent
of the river, providing "safe passage"
for the fish as they swim past.
"Because these fish are in danger of
becoming extinct, it is very important to
NOAA that any discharge to the Yankee
Fork not compromise the health of
these fish," NOAA's letter said.
Salmon are sensitive tO metals in
water. They can sense minute changes
in chemistry, a trait that enables them
co locate good habitat and avoid pollution. Salmon are especially sensitive to
copper, which damages its olfactory
nerves, destroying the ability to smell
and migrate. Silver is one of the metals
most toxic to aquatic life, according to a
CONTINUED
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Rogues Gallery
The emergency at Grouse Creek was a collaborative effort
ecla Mining Co., is the sole party responsible for the emergency at Grouse Creek gold
mine in Idaho, according to the U.S.
Forest Service.
But the cyanide spill would not be
happening without help from a number
of ocher government agencies and
politicians.
Who is this Hecla Mining Co., and
how did it get such powerful friends?
Hecla Mining Co., headquartered
in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, has been
around since 1891. During its history,
Hecla has been a leading domestic producer of silver and lead, much of which
it mined near what's now the 21-square
mile Bunker Hill Superfund Site on
the South Fork Coeur d'Alene River in
Idaho.
Hecla is no stranger to environmental liabilities. The EPA named
Hecla as among l 7 companies responsi"° ble for cleanup of the Coeur d'Alene
ii site. Hecla expects to pay $7.5 million
.;: in cleanup costs over the next three
years, under a consent order with the
EPA and state of Idaho.
In 1991, the Coeur d'Alene Indian
Tribe sued Hecla and ocher companies
for damages in the Coeur d'Alene
§ River Basin. The federal government
r,.1
later joined the case, which is still
~::, pending. The EPA may designate the
"7'
entire South Fork basin as a Superfund
L~ site. The mining industry, and many
state and local leaders, strongly oppose
a Superfund designation. The EPA will

H

announce plans dealing with human
health impacts in December 2000, and
ecological impacts the following spring.
Meanwhile, after several years of
cleanup in the Coeur d'Alene basin,
the river is still badly polluted. More
than half a million pounds of lead
flowed into Coeur d'Alene Lake last
year, according to a new federal report.
Further downstream, on the shores of
the Spokane River in the state of
Washington, lead contamination is far
higher in some spots than along Lake
Coeur d'Alene.
In 1958, Hecla bought the Lucky
Friday silver-lead mine in Mullan,
Idaho. The mine still operates today.
However, as the Spokane SpokesmanReview recently reported, a new EPA
study shows "there's enough lead in
the
playground
near
Mullan
Elementary that it merits (immediate)
cleanup."
The state of Idaho is fighting the
EPA for control over the cleanup, and
has resisted efforts by the state of
Washington to get involved, even
though 80 percent of the Coeur
d'Alene Basin's residents live in chat
state.
Hecla's officers
include:
Arthur
Brown,
59, chairman of the
Board, president and
chief executive officer of Hecla. Brown

has been with Hecla for 33 years and
first became a director in 1983.
Joe Coors, Jr.,
58, elected to Hecla's
board in 1990. He is
CEO of CoorsTec,
Inc. a ceramics manufacturer that buys
material from Hecla.
Coors
served as
Executive Vice President· of Adolph
Coors Company from 1991 to 1992.
,

John E. Clute,
65, elected to Hecla's
board in 1981. Clute
is Dean of Gonzaga
University School of
Law, and is the former general counsel
for Boise Cascade

Corporation.
Ted Crumley, 54,
elected to Hecla's
board in 1995. He is
chief financial officer
of Boise Cascade
Corporation.

Leland O. Erdahl, 71, elected to
Hecla's board in 1984. The former
CEO of Ranchers Exploration and
Development Corporation, Erdahl is
also a director of Canyon Resources, a
company that wants to build a cyanide
gold mine on the Blackfoot River east

of Missoula, Mont. Canyon Resources'
Kendall Mine near Lewiston, Mont., is
also leaking cyanide to the environment.
A number of state and federal
agencies helped Hecla get its permits
to build Grouse Creek gold mine.
They include:
U.S.
Forest Service, SalmonChallis National Forest - Supervisor
Charles Wildes signed the permit
allowing mine construction to occur on
National Forest land. The Forest
Service was forewarned of what could
happen: "An open pit mine of the
scope planned in this area chat is so historically rich and so environmentally
delicate will be a disaster of untold
magnitude ... muse we the people of
Idaho al low che search for wealth by a
few destroy another of Idaho's treasures," local resident Ida Froeming
wrote co the agency in 1991. In 1994,
Pete Peters of the Challis National
Forest could barely contain his excitement about the mine. "Let the fun
begin!" he wrote in a memo. Later chat
year, Yankee Fork District Ranger
Greg Johnson said chat Hecla's precautions were "more than adequate. For
an activity that size, sitting on an
anadromous drainage, I think things
have gone real well." Supervisor
George Matejka took control of the
Forest in early 1995. It was on his
watch (or lack thereof) chat Grouse
Creek's cyanide pollution problem got
out of control.

CONTINUED

The

Idaho

Legislature

-

Dominated by Republicans,
the
Legislature over the years has provided
meager funding for the Idaho Division
of Environmental Quality. That's one
reason why the EPA won't allow Idaho
to enforce the Clean Water Act in the
state (unlike Oregon and Washington).
The Idaho DEQ granted a permit
allowing Hecla to use cyanide to
process ore mined at Grouse Creek.
The permit allowed "no discharge,"
and required immediate notification if a
discharge did occur. To its credit, the
DEQ eventually fined Hecla for releasing cyanide and failing to report it,
although it waived most of the fine.
And in 1996, when Hecla expressed concern about a heavy snowfall and asked
the DEQ whether it would allow "possible overtopping" the lake, the state said
no, mindful of what might result from
torrents of cyanide spilling out of the
lake on top of salmon habitat. But the
DEQ wasn't making a lot of friends in
the Legislature, When Hecla announced
the closure of Grouse Creek in 1996,
State Re. Lenore Hardy-Barrett, a
Republican and miner from nearby
Challis, seated her contempt for environmental regulation and "costly restrictions" pushed by environmentalists.

The Environmental Protec·
tlon Agency - The EPA issued a
National
Pollutant
Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit
for the Grouse Creek mine. The permit
allowed Hecla to discharge some toxic
pollutants into a creek, where they
would dilute to safe levels in an area of
the river known as a "mixing zone."
The EPA failed to make sure chat the
state DEQ evaluated the chemical,
physical and biological impacts of that
mixing zone.

The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration NOAA Fisheries, also known as the
National Marine Fisheries Service, concluded in May 1992 that the mine
would have no impact on listed salmon
and thus would not violate the
Endangered Species Act.

Former Idaho Gov. Cecil
Andrus, who in 1994 scolded environmentalists for pointing out that the
Grouse Creek mine could harm salmon.

Sen. Larry Craig, R·ldaho The senior senator from Idaho has been
a stalwart supporter of big mines, and
has helped block reform of the antiquated 1872 Mining Act which allowed
Hecla to claim minerals at the mining
site for a tiny fraction of their value.
Though Hecla bas lose money for
nine straight years, it still is able to give
cash to the political campaigns of its
friends. Beneficiaries in the last five
years have included Craig, Rep. Helen
Chenoweth, Sen. Mike Crapo, all Idaho
Republicans; Sen. Slade Gorton, RWash.; and Rep. Don Young, R-Alaska.
So far this election cycle, Hecla has given $3,200 to conservative Republican
candidates for Congress.
•
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Iadanza of NMFS. "We
1997 study by EPA
think we've come up
of 129 pollutants.
with something that posThese metals can
es very minimal risk for
also be toxic to
the fish."
humans. The conThe EPA's exasperasumption of mertion with Hecla is palpacury-tainted fish can
ble. Speaking on the
cause
trembling,
condition that he not be
paralysis and death.
identified, one EPA offiMercury, selenium
cial said, "They will cost
and silver bioaccuthe taxpayers more monmulate in fish and
ey because of their
humans. That means
unwillingness
to
that the amount of
acknowledge their role in
these metals that
the contamination of the
accumulate in fish
Coeur D'Alene Basin.
can be a thousand
They cause a Joe of
times greater - or
sleepless nights among
more - than the constaffers here, worried
centration of the
what trick they will use
mecals in the water.
next."
It's
unlikely
"The company that
Hecla could remove
now is avoiding any
all of the pollution.
agreement of responsiSaid
the
EPA's
bility on this mine and in
McGrath, "To actumultiple other cases,"
ally eliminate it said Tom Blanchard of
that's hard because
the
Boulder
White
you can only meaClouds Council. "The
sure it to a certain
company who has denied
level."
the reality of its pollution
Even
so,
will be given control of
Gershon Cohen, a Tom Blanchard and Lynne Stone of the Boulder-White Clouds Council check
the testing for complinationally
recog- maps of the Grouse Creek mine site. Photo by Paul Koberstein
ance as a reward for bronized expert on mixken promises."
ing zones, said the
Charlie Ray, a river
plan raises serious
activist and fishing guide
questions
about
based in nearby McCall,
water quality in the
Idaho, says the mixing
Yankee Fork. "What
zone designed by the
will happen co the
federal agencies "is just a
pollutants that are
euphemism for a sacridischarged? Will they
fice zone. Hecla made a
all migrate downbig P.R. effort about how
stream until they
they were rehabilitating
reach the Pacific?
the river. Now they want
Will some pollutants
to dump this crap back
settle out along the
into it."
way? If so, considerRay said the governing opportunities for
ment should let Hecla go
resuspension or contbankrupt rather than
amination of benthic
continue to appease the
habitat, are the discompany. "All their
charge limits based
assets should be seized
on dilution volumes
to pay for this," he said.
that are truly available? How have they determined how disaster at Summitville, for example, "I certainly don't think the taxpayers
such accumulation might affect the walked away from a $120 million should shoulder the burden of cleanmigration corridor? Are they looking at cleanup bill. "Had we specified zero ing up chat river while Hecla retains a
•
the cumulative effect of all of those discharge from this, then the company penny of assets."
would have walked away," said
metals and the cyanide?
"I think they are crying to make
the best of a bad situation, keeping the
company on the hook, hoping that the
fish survive, and looking forward co
having the water out of that pond so
that the tailings can be dealt with.
Whether or not it will work is another
question that only time will answer.
Some questions may be answered
in the final treatment plan, due out
sometime in June. The plan will be
subject to review by NOAA under
Section 7 of the Endangered Species
Act.
Federal officials, meanwhile, worry that Hecla will do what a number of
other mining companies have done:
declare bankruptcy and walk. The
mining company responsible for the

The mixing zone "is just a
euphemism for a sacrifice
zone. Hecla made a big P.R.
effort about how they were
rehabilitating the river. Now
they want to dump this
crap back into it."
-Charlie Ray

,.

mnmmn---------- ......--------------Run, Ral~h, Run
The more you look at Gore and Bush, the better it is for Nader
by Dan Hamburg
s a Ralph Nader for President
supporter, I fretted through the
Democratic and Republican primaries. My big fear at first was Bill
Bradley, whose "just to the left of
Gore" patina won him endorsements
from the likes of Sen. Paul Wellsrone,
Prof. Cornell West, Katrina van den
Heuvel of The Nation, and even the
reliable environmental group Friends
of the Earth.
When Bradley was run over by the
Straight Talk Express, my panic
heightened. Even my mother, a lifelong liberal Democrat, confessed that
she would vote for John McCain on the
strength of his war hero image and his
fiery rhetoric against Washington's
"iron triangle."
Then, in a Super
Tuesday rout that had the aura of
inevitability, McCain was sent to the
sidelines.
I breathed a huge sign of
relief.
Now the Derns are left with Gore
and the Repugs with Bush. Perfect.
The more you look at their lying,
sleezy, environmentally destructive,
corporate-schmoozing ways, the better
it is for Nader. In fact, the best spokesmen for
ader are Gore and Bush
themselves. Now, if the Reform Party
gets its act together and nominates Pat
Buchanan, we'll have a field of candidates from which Ralph Nader will
emerge like a beacon of light from the
thick fog of American politics. I don't
expect the Nader candidacy to illuminate the entire political landscape.
Victory is not yet within reach. But this
election could bring enough Green
votes co qualify for federal matching
funds, thereby placing a legitimate
political alternative squarely on the
map in 2004.
Governor Bush has signed a death
warrant once every two weeks for the
past five years. Bush's Texas is SOth
(meaning lowest) in spending for
teachers' salaries, 49th in spending on
the environment, 48th in per capita
spending for public health, 41st in per
student spending on public education.
Looked at from the other end of the
telescope, Texas ranks Sch (meaning
only four states are higher) in percentage of the population living in poverty,
1st in pollution, Ist in percentage of
children without health insurance, and
of course, I st in executions.
Any marginally liberal, progressive,
leftish person has to look at those numbers and cringe.
(f you're a Gore
Democrat, they create an unassailable
fortress around the vice-president, and
against the good sense and virtue of a

A

Ralph Nader

Al Gore
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to be at the Hsi Lai Temple in
Hacienda Heights, California one June
day in 1996. And then there are those
56 or so fund-raising calls placed from
the taxpayers' domain inside the White
House.
It's likely that Gore aide Maria
Hsia will go to jail for arranging a shell
game in which Buddhist nuns and
monks wrote checks to the Democratic
National Committee (DNC). These
"straw donors" were then reimbursed
by the temple which, as a tax-exempt
institution, is prohibited from making
such political contributions. Gore first
claimed that the temple visit was
"community outreach."
Later he
acknowledged that he had known the
visit was "finance-related."
Remind
you of anyone? You could say that
Algore, as Rush Limbaugh unceremoniously calls him, has learned his
lessons well at the feet of the master.
Use of public property for the purpose of raising campaign funds has
been illegal since before the invention
of the telephone. Yet, according to a
compliant Janet Reno, there is a critical
distinction between using such property for the purpose of raising money for
the party (i.e.,
"soft money") as
opposed to rarsing
it for the
Clinton/Gore reelection campaign (i.e.,
"hard money"). In one of his most
Clintonesque constructions, the veep
opined that there was "no controlling
legal authority" to deter him. To bolster his case, Gore now claims he was
taking bathroom breaks when White
dence can the American people have House attorneys explained what is and
that he will tell the truth as president?" isn't kosher regarding the use of White
House facilities to bring in filthy lucre.
The answer, clearly, is none.
"I recall that I was drinking a lot of
Now that's not to say that Dubya
doesn't also tell some tall ones. My iced tea during those meetings," says
the veep. How far will the weak bladfavorite is how he transformed himself
from being a "compassionate conserva- der defense take Gore, especially now
tive" co being a "reformer with that he's transformed himself into an
results." One of the reforms he most alpha male?
When candidate Bill Clinton chose
liked to rout was the Texas Patient's
Bill of Rights. If you didn't read the Gore as his running mate in 1992, he
fine print, you'd think Shrub (as sealed the deal for many doubting produbbed by no less a Texan than Molly gressives. I remember watching then
Ivins) was the scourge of the Hl\tlOs. Senator Gore debate environmental
The real story is that Texans have threats like global warming and ozone
His book Earth in the
some measure of protection from the depletion.
health care conglomerates not because Balance was considered the most
of the governor's leadership but in thoughtful book on the environment
spite of it. Bush refused to sign the ever penned by an American politician.
patient protection bill in Texas and it "I have come to believe that we must
take bold and unequivocal action: we
became law without his signature.
Gore's gaffes in taking credit for must make the rescue of the environeverything from the Superfund co the ment the central organizing principle
Internet are well-known as are his con- for civilization," Gore wrote. A few
fusing statements around his voting years into his vice-presidency, the joke
was that Gore had not only not written
record regarding tobacco and abortion.
More potentially damaging to his pre- the book, he hadn't even read it.
Gore has gone along with the
sent aspirations, however, are his
improbable stories about how he- came administration's destructive policies on

Nader might feel good, but a presidential election is not an opportunity for
self-indulgence.
Dubya must be
denied! It's your duty, even if you
have to hold your nose, to pull the
lever for Al!
Not so fast. Bill Bradley, for all his
foibles as standard bearer for what' s
left of the progressive wing of the
Democratic Party, spoke truth when he
accused Gore of being a prime-time
prevaricator. On the Sunday morning
TV talks, Bradley asked the pointed
question, "If Al Gore won't tell the
truth during this campaign, what confi-

Victory is not yet within
reach. But this election
could bring enough
Green votes to qualify for
federal matching funds,
thereby placing a
legitimate political
alternative squarely on
the map in 2004.

votes for granted by playing the "lesser
of two evils" game. The possibility of
a strong new party on the left would
force the Democrats either to institute
significant internal and policy reform or
simply to meld with the Republicans.
My guess is that, after years of living
high off the corporate hog, they have
no intention of engaging in soulsearching.
I hope the Katha Pollins of the
progressive movement will cake the
time to consider the Nader candidacy
once more before chucking this rare
opportunity out the window. Listening
to him I can't help thinking of crust}
Old Testament prophets, invoking
damnation on a society that has given
itself over to Mammon. I Iis speeches
cover a broad swath of critical social,
political and environmental
issues

Ralph Nader speaking in the 1960s
expose of the auto industry. Unsafe

forests worldwide, including supporting the so-called global free
trade agreement on timber, a
recent major bone of contention in
Seattle. Gore opposes efforts to end
commercial logging on public forest
land, despite the face chat these lands
provide only a small fraction of national timber production. Gore has repeatedly favored sprawl at the expense of
environmental protection, including in
the
super-sensitive
Everglades
National Park in Florida. Gore also
promised to keep offshore oil and gas
drilling away from the Florida coastline, then failed to do so. Now, seven
years later, Gore says he will oppose
new offshore leases, a position that
puts him on par with such ardent environmentalists
Dubya 's
brother,
Governor Jeb Bush of Florida and the
nebbish Gray Davis of California.
As a candidate in 1992, Gore
promised to stop the gigantic hazardous waste incinerator in East
Liverpool, Ohio. Today, the project is
completed and polluting the community. Despite strong statements in his
book, the ozone hole has continued to
grow under Clinton-Gore. Gore also
broke his commitment co protect wetlands, failed to keep radioactive materials out of commercial produces and
remained silent as the environmental
protection budget was slashed over the
past seven years.
Despite Gore's lackluster record
riding shotgun for Bill Clinton, the vast
majority of Democrats will stick by
him. Gore's great strengths are first
and foremost, the booming economy
with its stock market-driven "wealth
effect" and second, chat he is not
George W. Bush. A sharp economic
downturn during the year could change
this, but the main beneficiary of that
scenario would clearly be Bush.
Dow plunge or not, Nader's goals
in this campaign are achievable.
He
decided to run as a Green instead of as
an Independent because he's serious
about the absolute necessity of building a real alternative party of the left. If
the state Green parties around the
country coalesce behind him, Nader
can draw tile necessary 5% of the

national vote to qualify the party for federal
matching
funds of at least
$15
million
in
That's enough
money co build a machine that
will eat the Democrats' lunch in four
years. A recent Reuters/Zogby poll
showing Nader with 5.3% of the vote is
already striking fear in Al Gore's heart.
If we are going to do more than
work around the fringes of public policy, it 's essential that we engage fervently in electoral politics, including
presidential politics. As environmental
writer Jim Britell pointed out postSeattle, "Until social change activists
grasp that we are in a political system
where the only thing that matters is
how many actual votes you have, we
are doing the equivalent of training
people to play one game when in fact
they are in another one altogether." In
ocher words, we need to show chat we
can back up our protest actions, as did
the civil rights movement, with mass
voter registration and mass voting.
Besides an outright victory, the
most auspicious outcome of this presidential race would be Ralph Nader
pulling enough votes away from Al
Gore to skew the election, even if that
means electing George W. Bush. The
ew Democrats, as embodied by Bill
Clinton and Al Gore, have only marginally better public policy positions than
the Republicans.
The Democrat
establishment opposes national healch
care and public financing of campaigns.
It opposes the increasingly popular call
for an end to commercial exploitation
of our public lands, particularly our
beleaguered national forests. The
Democrats support the continuation of
outrageous military spending, IAFTA
and the WTO, the drug war and mass
incarceration. A Bush presidency, while
it would make me gag, would at least
make the enemy that much more clear
and that much easier to attack.
But the chief benefit from a Nader
skewing of the election would be a
newfound power and self-respect within the American left. No longer would
the. Democrats be able to take our

without cornprormsmg
his central
theme: the need for a mobilized citizenry to fight the insidious and
expanding power of corporations. As
Nader describes, this is nothing less
than a struggle for our birthright as
American citizens, and as human
beings.
•
Do11 Homburg is a former northern
California congressman a1Jd is currently
executio« director of Voice of the
Encironment, 011 orgautzatio« dedirated to
ho/ting corporate predation in al! its many
forms. The vi~:s expressed here are the
author's ow11 and do not represent a campaig11 endorsement by Cascadia Times.
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IT'S DINN$.R TIME!
Thursday-Monday
Advance Reservations Required

Moby Dick Hotel
& Oyster Farm

The Moby Dick Welcomes Chef Jeff McMahon.
Chef McMahon, most recently from the Saucebox in Portland, OR,
grew up in the Pacific Northwest and is a world traveller. He warked at
the Four Seasons Hotel and Campanil£in Los Angeles, Clark's in
Landon, Mad.61 in New York and Zefiro Restaurant in Portland.
Jeff is a serious student of traditional cuisines and is obsessed with
creating bright, clean flavours using ingredientS imported and
indigenous. He is a strong support of organic farming and wholesome
agriculc.ure, so will be be utilizing ou, vrganic garden to r.he max.
Jeff will be with us as of April 6th, 2000, so join us
for an unf orgeu.able culinary experience.
P.O. Box 82, Nahcotta, WA 98637
(360) 665-4543 • (360) 665-6887 (fax)
www.nwplace.com/mobydickhotel
mobydickhotel@willapabay.org

1739 N Street, N.W. Washington, 0.C. 20036
FOR REsERVATIONS OR INFORMATION

(202) 785-1277 • FAX(202) 785-6173

rn-------------------------Giving Willamette
Industries heartburn
We really appreciate Cascadia
Times, particularly the article about
Willamette Industries.
We have a
Willamette chip mill located 2 1/2 miles
from our home. \Ve have formed a
coalition of grassroots community
based groups that have chip mills in
their neighborhoods-chis includes folks
from Pennsylvania, North Carolina,
and Virginia. We are beginning to organize in South Carolina as well. We took
your newspaper to Bennettsville, Sou ch
Carolina when we attended a public
hearing where Willamette had applied
for an air construction permit to build a
particle board facility. As you know,
they already have a pulp and paper
mill, chip mill, and (particle board)
facility there. We wanted to show the

state agency (DEHC) and the local
people in Marlboro County that there
were ocher communities impacted by
Willamette and felt that three states
was a good statement. We distributed
the paper to media, the public, and of
course Willamette officials! Thanks-it
definitely gave them heartburn!
Lynne Faltraco
917 Centennial Road Union }Wills,
North Carolina 28167

Cascadia Times article
helps in Arkansas
I recently read the 4 part story you
did on Willamette Industries laundry
list of EPA violations. For the past 3
years I have been working with other
activists in Missouri to shed on light on

Willamette I ndustries and scop their
expanding wood chip mill operations.
Missouri is relatively new to the issue
of industrial forestry, but both our state
natural resource agency and concerned
citizens are working co ensure cutting
to feed this industry doesn't devastate
the Ozark Mountains.
Last January 1999
Missouri
Governor Carnahan appointed a 14 person advisory committee to look further
into impacts created by clearcutting to
feed wood chip mills. This new type of
industrial clearcutting and then chipping is what feeds facilities similar to
those mentioned in your article. Part of
the work the advisory committee is
doing is to consider the industries
impacts on other states. I'd like a copy
of the articles you wrote in order to forward them on co Missouri's Chip Mill
Advisory Committee. Thank you for
the wonderful piece of investigative

reporting you did. Keep up the great
work!
Peace,
Karie Auman
Western Organizer, Dogwood Alliance
Defending Native Forest
Eco-systems & Communities

PO Box 1342, Yellville, Arkansas
72687 phone/fax: (870) 427-2078
katie@dog-rJ1Joodallia11ce.org

$uppor-t
ln~~nieatff~ Jour-nali$m
The Cascadia Times Research Fund supports the work of
independent journalists by providing research grants
enabling in-depth journalistic projects to flourish.
Our Work is made possible by the generous support of individuals and foundations concerned about the future of the
Pacific Northwest. The Fund is a non-profit, donations to
which are tax deductible to the full extent provided by law.
We hope you will join the following donors who have
contributed to the Research Fund. We thank you all
for your generous support!

Kongsgaarc\.-GoldmanFoundation
Northwest Fund for the Environment
Ruth B. Brown Foundation
Charla Brown
Rob Burnett
John Sherman
Scott Lewis
Ken Margolis
Peter Lavigne

Alan Locklear
Marie Valleroy
Jim Stratton
Jim Griffin
Yael Bameiri

Pat Parenteau
John Messer
John Baines
Charles Simenstad
David Atkin
Robert Stoll
Nancy Newell

Help us build a well-funded Cascadia Times
Research Fund by becoming a charter
member of the Carey McWilliams
Society. In addition to 25 years as
editor of The Nation, Carey was
author of influential books in
the 1920s-1940s, including Ill
Fa.res the Land and Factories
in the Field. He publicized
issues that Oescsdte Times
covers today.

--------------------Arts & OOilffiD
B O O K

R E V I E W

Two Hard Looks at What We Haven't Lost
By Elizabeth Grossman

T

acked to the bookshelf by my
desk is a quote attributed to
David Brower, the archdruid of
the modern conservation movement. It
says, "Polite conservationists leave no
mark, save scars upon the Earth that
could have been prevented, had they
stood their ground."
John C. Ryan's 2000 assessment of
the State of the Northwest and Tim
Palmer' s new book, The Heart of
America, make me hope that impolite
conservationists are hard at work from
coast to coast.
Both books rake a hard look at the
state of the landscape - how it's been
used, abused and what we have left to
work with, protect and restore. State of
the Northwest, a publication of the
Seattle-based non-profit research group
Northwest Environment Watch, is
chockfull of cogent facts and figures,
and presents a lucid guide to the environmental condition of the Pacific
Northwest. Equally incisive in tone,
Palmer's book takes stock of the entire
American landscape with a narrative
informed by his extensive travels
throughout the nation's backcountry ·
and fondness for its wilderness.
As one might suspect, the news is
not good, but neither is it hopeless.
Ryan calls the Pacific Northwest "a
global test case: less degraded than the
rest of the industrial world, it has a better chance at sustainability than perhaps anywhere else." Palmer sees the
Northwest as a place where Aldo
Leopold's land ethic has a chance co
put down roots. Yet surveying the
destruction America's two centuries' of
land-use practices have wrought on the
nation's landscape, both authors stress
the urgency of reversing that course.
Some facts: The population of the
Pacific Northwest - defined by the
reach of the Pacific salmon species,
extending from Southeastern Alaska to
Northern California, including British
Columbia - has doubled since 1960.
(In 1998, that population was about 15
million, less than that of the New York
City metropolitan area.) Seattle is
"home to the world's first-, third- and
fourth-richest people, as well as five
other billionaires" but "nearly two million Northwesterners - including one
out of every six children - live below
the poverty line." Sprawl in the
Northwest states consumes about an
acre of land every four minutes, writes
Ryan.
Ninety-percent of Oregon and
Washington's old growth forests of are
now gone, and Idaho's national forests
now have more than enough miles of
logging roads to circle the planet.
Currently, south of British Columbia,
Ryan reports, «motor vehicles have
access to more of the Northwest than

do salmon or trout."
Because of agricultural actrvines,
pesticides now "contaminate groundwater supplies in 51 out of 200 counties
in the U.S. Northwest." Air quality in
orrhwest cities has improved over the
past decade, but there are about 1.5
million more vehicles on Northwest
roads in 1998 than in 1990. Washington
and Oregon have lost at least a third of
their natural wetlands, Idaho over half.
Livestock grazing has taken a heavy
toll on the region's grasslands and their
dependent species.
Only 6 percent of most salmon
stocks in California, Idaho, Oregon and
Washington are still in good condition.
"In 30 percent of this range, all salmon
are extinct, and in 56 percent most
stocks are imperiled or extinct."
These facts are the backdrop for
Palmer's tour of the nation's mountains,
forests, grasslands, deserts, rivers, wetlands and coastline. Author of numerous books about America's rivers,
Palmer is a thoughtful and decisive

"=======-======-===

advocate for environmental preservation. His observations come from miles
of rivers paddled, ridgelines hiked and
beaches walked, as well as serious
research into how the landscape works.
He gamely tackles the issues of population growth and consumption, and
makes an interesting
connection
between those and political disputes
over land preservation.
"After looking at what's happening
co the American land," writes Palmer,
"I can see that all the current talk of
personal freedom - from libertarians
claiming sovereignty in Montana to a
Republican-dominated Congress voting for deregulation in Washington,
D.C. - fails to grapple with the real
cause of eroding liberties. The culprit
is not a mindless bureaucracy but growing numbers of people whose needs
and conflicts require that we have regulations on sewage systems, fees for
building permits, restricted entry at the
most popular national parks, and even
two-hour tow-way zones designed simply to give someone else a chance to
park his or her car. We didn't have or
need these things when our population
was small."
Despite
the
degradation
Americans have wrought upon their
natural environment, through agriculture, industry and development, both

Palmer and Ryan convey messages of
constructive optimism. Their hope is
founded on realism, not on dogged
ignorance. "The Pacific Northwest,"
concludes Ryan, "still possesses much
of its wealth of wild genes, native
species, and natural processes. With
this endowment we have a chance fleeting, but still better than perhaps
anywhere else in the world - to revive
tattered ecosystems."
We cannot afford to "ignore the
damage wrought in our push for
progress; rather, we should be learning
from that damage," says Palmer. On a
Cape Cod beach, Palmer muses about
his ancestors who first set foot on those
shores. They "had fled a country that
had become crowded and sq ualid"and
their descendants in America in turn
fled from wherever they were and went
to some "new" place on this continent... Today, there is no place left to
go, and even if there were,
would
run a high risk of repeating the same
mistakes we've made ·everywhere

we

we've been." Nevertheless, having relished the wonders of the American
landscape, Palmer believes that "it can
still inspire us to do great things."
Thinking of ambitious American
social advances Palmer says, "When
enough people have known what they
needed to know, they've forged ahead
to do what was right. The key is combining the intelligence of an informed
society with a powerful political movement."
Here are two books - one a fact
filled primer to the Northwest, the other, a tough, yet caring personable
account - chat can help us learn what
we need to know, co do what urgently
needs to be done, to protect and restore
the American landscape.
•
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These organizations are working on issues highlighted in Cascadia Times. Contact them to find out more and get involved.
OREGON
1000 Friends of Oregon

534 SW Third Avenue, Suite 300
Portland, OR 97204-2597
(503) 497-1000
FAX (503) 223-0073
I<almiopsis Audubon Society

Active in protecting forests and defending
Oregon's land-use laws. Our national awardwinning "Storm Petrel" is a valuable environmental newsletter.
P.O. Box 1265, Port Orford, OR 97465
(541) 332-6009.
www.harborside.com/cc/audubon
Audubon Society of Portland

Audubon Society of Portland is a community
of caring people actively learning about and
protecting native birds, wildlife· and wild
places, in the city and beyond - join us!
5151 NW Cornell Road, Portland, OR 97210
(503) 292-6855
FAX (503) 292-1021
general@audubonportland.org
www.audubonportland.org
Cascadia Commons

Isolated in the city or suburbia? Check out
co-housing communities-a better way to
live. For Cascadia Commons Co-housing information; call (503) 650-7169 for details.
Cascadia Forest Alliance

Cascadia Forest Alliance watchdogs timber
sales, publishes a newsletter and holds educational events every third Thursday to encourage effective grassroots forest protection.
PO Box 4946, Portland OR 97208
(503) 241-4879,
pseudotsuga@earthlink.net.
Cascadia Commons Cohousing

Isolated in the city or suburbia? Check out
cohousing-a neighborhood planned and
operated by its residents with privacy and
community in amounts you choose. Monthly
tours and information sessions.
(503) 650-7169
cccoho@teleport.com
www.cascadiacommons.com
Conservation Biology Institute

The Conservation Biology Institute in
Corvallis, Oregon recently launched the
Pacific Northwest Conservation Assessment
web resource, providing a wealth of valuable
information on the protection status of 40
terrestrial ecoregions stretching from Alaska
to California, including WY, N1.1 MT, and ID.
Included are more than 125 web links to
valuable geographic data sources. This information is easily accessible via CBI's website
at http://www.consbio.org
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Ecotrust

:E Ecotrust works to foster the emergence of a
.,:: conservation economy in the coastal temperc ate rain forest region of North America.
1200 NW Naito Parkway, Suite 470
::= Portland, OR 97209
c
(503) 227-6225
c., (503) 222-1517 fax
~ info@ecotrust.org
, ... www.ecotrust.org

=

Field Office:

Green Fire Productions

Oregon Natural Resources Council

Creating communication tools for conservation, sustainability, & justice
3948 E. Burnside Street, Portland, OR 97214
(503) 736-1295
FAX (503) 736-1319
www.greenmedia.org
karen@greenmedia.org

Engaging activists in our wilderness campaign, ONRC seeks permanent protection for
Oregon's pristine wildlands, wildlife and
waters.
5825 N Greeley, Portland, OR 97217
(503) 283-6343

The Environmental Federation of Oregon

~ Celebrating Ten Years at Work for a Healthy
r: Environment EFO provides support to its 29member coalition of leading non-profit environmental organizations dedicated to preserv-

Get Listed!

732 SW Third Ave., Suite 407
Portland, OR 97204
(503) 525-0193
FAX (503) 228-9720
onda@onda.org

in the Cascadia Times
Resource Directory
For just $15 your organization can be
listed here. Send up to 20 words
describing your organization, business
or event, along with your address,
phone, fax, e-mail and website to:
cascadia@spiritone.com
or call (503-223-9036)

Oregon Trout
Hanford Action of Oregon

Working for an environment safe from the
uncontained hazardous radioactive wastes
stored at Hanford, the nation's Largest highlevel nuclear waste dumpsite, and the health
of the Columbia River Basin.
25-6 NW 23rd Pl. #406, Portland, OR 97210
(503) 235-2924
robin@spiritone.com
Headwaters

Headwaters works to protect Oregon's forest
and watersheds through citizen advocacy,
policy reform, environmental education and
economic change.
PO Box 729, Ashland, OR 97520
Street address: 84 Fourth St, Ashland
(541) 482-4459
FAX (541) 482-7282
headwtrs@mind.net
http//www.headwaters.org
The Nature Conservancy of Oregon

Preserves biological diversity through voluntary private action. We purchase, manage and
restore ecologically significant habitats with
help from our members and volunteers.
821 SE 14th Ave, Portland, OR 97214
(503) 230-1221
FAX (503) 230-9639
www.tnc.org/oregon

Oregon Trout is a regional non-profit conservation organization that unites concerned
individuals around the common goal of protecting and restoring our native fish and our
watersheds.
117 SW Naito Parkway
Portland, OR 97204
(503) 222-9091/FAX (503) 222-9187
info@ortrout.org
www.ortrout.org

Wild Wilderness

"Wild and Free in the 21st Century." Halt the
commercialization, privatization and increased motorization of America's Public
Lands.
248 NW Wilmington Ave., Bend, OR 97701
541-385-5261
ssilver@wildwilderness.org
http://www.wildwilderness.org

Pacific Rivers Council

Willamette Riverkeeper

Protects/restores rivers, their watersheds,
and native aquatic species. Current programs
emphasize aquatic conservation in forested
watersheds.
PO Box 10798
Eugene, OR 97440
Phone: 541-345-0119/FAX 541-345-0710
www.pacrivers.org

Willamette Riverkeeper uses grassroots education and advocacy to restore and protect
the health and use of Willamette Basin rivers
and streams.
408 SW 2nd Ave., Suite 210
Portland, Oregon 97204
(503) 223-6418

Physicians for Social Responsibility

WaterWatch of Oregon

Physicians for Social Responsibility is committed to the eliminating nuclear weapons,
protecting the environment and reducing violence.
921 SW Morrison Suite 500
Portland, OR 97205
(503) 274-2720/FAX (503) 274-9353
aldrichjen@aol.com

Rivers need water: WaterWatch works to keep
water in its natural course-thus protecting
fish and wildlife, maintaining clean water,
and providing recreation to all Oregonians.
213 SW Ash St., Suite 208
Portland, OR 97204
503) 295-4039
Info@waterwatch.org
www.waterwatch.org

www.wi llamette-n verkesper.orq

Siena Club - Oregon Chapter
Northwest Environmental Advocates

NWEA works to reduce pollution and protect
habitat through implementation of federal
laws and to stimulate development of renewable energy.
133 S.W. Second Ave., Suite 302
Portland, OR 97204-3526
(503) 295-0490
FAX (503) 295-6634
nbell@advocates-nwea.org
www.advocates-nwea.org
Oregon Environmental Council

Oregon's oldest statewide environmental
group, OEC works to protect Oregon's clean
water and air now and for future generations.
520 SW 6th Avenue, Suite 940
Portland OR 97204-1535
(503) 222-1963
FAX (503) 222-1405
Email oec@orcouncil.org
Web www.orcouncil.org
Oregon Natural Desert Association

ONDA works to protect the wildlands and
waterways of Oregon's spectacular High
Desert while seeking to end industrial abuses
of our public lands.
Main Office:

<1)

c
f-

ing and enhancing Oregon's natural heritage.
P.O. Box 40333, Portland, OR 97240
(503) 223-9015
FAX (503) 223-0973
nfo@efo.org
www.efo.org

16 NW Kansas Ave., Bend, OR 97701
(541) 330-2638
FAX (541) 385-3370

The Sierra Club's High Desert Committee is
working with landmanagement agencies and
environmental conservation organizations to
protect Oregon's high desert.
Sierra Club OR Chapter High Desert Committee
3701 SE Milwaukie, Suite F
Portland, OR 97202
{503) 239-8478
Trout Unlimited

Trout Unlimited is North America's leading
coldwater conservation organization, work; ng to the conserve, protect and restore
trout, salmon and watersheds.
Western Conservation Office
213 SW Ash St., Suite 205
Portland, OR 97204
(503) 827-5700/FAX (503) 827-5672
amoore@tu.org
www.tu.org
The Tualatin Riverkeepers

The Tualatin Riverkeepers is a citizen-based
organization working to restore and protect
Oregon's Tualatin River system. The
Riverkeepers promotes watershed· stewardship through public education, public
access, citizen involvement and advocacy.
Tualatin Riverkeepers
16340 SW Beef Bend Rd
Sherwood, OR 97140
(503) 590-5813/FAX (503) 590-6702
info@tualatinriverkeepers.org
www.tualatinriverkeepers.org

•

Western Environmental Law Center

WELC proudly represents activists, groups,
and tribes that seek to protect and restore
the West's forests, grasslands, wildlife, and
communities.
1216 Lincoln Street
Eugene, Oregon 97401
(541) 485-2471/FAX (541) 485-2457
westernlaw@welc.org
www.welc.org
WASHINGTON
1000 Friends of Washington

1000 Friends is a statewide citizens organization that manages growth and stops sprawl.
For more information, contact Lauren Braden.
1305 Fourth Ave., Suite 303
Seattle, WA 98101
(206) 343-0681
FAX (206) 343-0683
friends@eskimo.com
www.lOOOfriends.org
The Adopt-A-Stream Foundation

Located at the Northwest Stream Center.
Stream and wetland ecology educational programming and stream habitat restoration services. Workshops, publications and outreach
to students of -all ages.
600 128th Street SE, Everett WA 98208-6353
(425) 316-8592/FAX (425) 338-1423
aasf@streamkeeper.org
www.streamkeeper.org

American Rivers NW Regional Office

American Rivers is a national conservation
organization that protects and restores North
American rivers and fosters a river stewardship ethic.
150 Nickerson Street, Suite 311
Seattle, WA 98109
206-213-0330
FAX 206-213-0334
arnw@amrivers.org
www.amrivers.org
Center for Environmental

Law & Policy

The Center for Environmental Law & Policy
works to protect and restore the natural
integrity and enjoyment of Washington's
waters. Through agency oversight, policy
research, litigation and education, we serve
as a voice for the public interest.
(206) 223-8454
info@celp.org
http://www.celp.org
Climate Solutions

Stopping Global Warming is our cause, making the Northwest a world leader in practical
and profitable solutions is our organizing
imperative. (Formerly Atmosphere Alliance
and Energy Outreach Center) A project of the
Earth Island Institute
610 E 4th Ave, Olympia, WA 98501
(360) 352-1763
FAX (360) 943-4977
info@climatesolutions.org
www.climatesolutions.org
Columbiana Magazine

By the Columbia River Bioregional Education
Project. Explores philosophy, practice and
central issues re sustainable living in the
interior Pacific Northwest. Visit NEWSROOM
at Columbiana.org for weekly postings.
2055 Oro-Toroda Ck. Rd., Oroville WA 98844
(509) 485-3844 (fax & phone)
columbiana@televar.com
www.columbiana.org
Earth Share of Washington

Your gift is shared among leading environmental organizations working to protect
human and environmental health in
Washington State and beyond. "You Can Work
for the Environment Every Day"
1402 Third Avenue, Suite 525
Seattle WA 98101
(206) 622-9840
FAX (206) 682-8492
eswinformation@esw.org
http://www.esw.org
Kettle Range Conservation Group

Protecting ecosystem health for present and
future generations. Wilderness: Our Common
Heritage. Take a walk on the wild side at:
<http:/ /www.wildwashington.org>
P.O. Box 150, Republic, Washington 99166
509-775-2667
http:/ /www.televar.com/-tcoleman
LightHawk

Using the power of flight to conserve and
protect the earth and its natural resources,
LightHawk pilots fly community leaders,
media, elected officials, conservation partners and other decision-makers to educate
them about key environmental issues.
2915 East Madison St. Suite 306
Seattle, WA 98112
(206) 860-2832
(206) 860-2836 FAX
jennyl@lighthawk.org
www.lighthawk.org
Midtown Commons

A community based non-profit organization
whose primary endeavor is to preserve the
heritage and history of the neighborhoods in
Seattle's Central Area while creating housing,
employment and business opportunities for
local residents. For class schedule and other
information contact:

William Wright, Executive Director
Charity Cassady, Program Assistant
(206) 322-1162
midtowncommons@uswest.net
mscharity@netscape.net

Classifieds
HELP WANTED

NW Energy Coalition

Conservation Director

A regional alliance of over 80 diverse community organizations and utilities, the NW
Energy Coalition promotes .energy conservation, renewable energy, low income programs
and salmon restoration.
219 First Avenue South, Suite 100
Seattle, WA 98104
(206) 621-0094
FAX {206) 621-0097
nwec@nwenergy.org
www.nwenergy.org/nwec

Founded 1902, Audubon Society of
Portland promotes the enjoyment, understanding, and protection of native birds,
other wildlife and their habitats. We seek
an exceptional leader for our statewide
and regional conservation program. Duties
include planning and managing all aspects
of the conservation program, including
budget, staffing, development, grant proposals, and community relations. Ideal
candidate has a Masters in Biology, Natural
Resources
Management,
Regional
Planning,
Environmental
Studies,
Ornithology, or similar; 5 years related
work experience, thorough knowledge of
conservation and Pacific NW natural history. Benefits & salary $2, 700-3,000/month
DOE. Call {503) 292-6855, email general@audubonportland.org, or visit our web
site (www.audubonportland.org) for application & job description. Deadline 4:00pm
May 17.

Pilchuck Audubon Society

The mission of Pilchuck Audubon Society is to
conserve and restore natural ecosystems,
focusing on birds and other wildlife for the
benefit of the Earth's biological diversity.
W. Darryl Thompson-President
1803 Hewitt Avenue, Suite 108
Everett, WA 98201
( 425) 252-0926
FAX (425) 259-6873
Tidepool.org

Tidepool.org is the daily on-line news service
for the rain forest coast. A project of
Ecotrust. Ed Hunt, Editor
4103 S.R. 4 West, Rosburg, WA 98643
(360) 465-2433
emhunt@willapabay.org
www.tidepool.org
TREC - Training Resources for the
Environmental Community

Training Resources for the Environmental
Community (TREC) provides training and consultation for non-profit environmental groups
including fundraising, strategic planning,
board development, and fiscal and personnel
management.
23824 Vashon Highway SW, P.O. Box 13438
Burton, WA 98013-0438
(206) 463-7800
FAX (206) 463-7801
trec@trecnw.org
www.tree nw. o rg
IDAHO
Boulder-White Clouds Council

PROTECTING THE BEAUTIFUL Boulder and
Whilte Clouds Mountains as wilderness.
{208)726-1065
lstone@micron.net
tomb@micron.net

Executive Director - Missoula Urban
Demonstration Project

Small, 20 year old, membership-based
non-profit seeks an executive director to
oversee programs, organizational development and strategic planning. Good opportunity for an experienced, motivated individual seeking work in a growing organization. Our mission is to help people and
communities meet their basic human
needs in less resource intensive ways. Onsite demonstration of renewable technologies in housing and energy use, community gardening and off-site environmental
education comprise MUD's main program
areas. Qualifications: experience in successful non-profit management including
team leadership, membership development, fund-raising and strategic planning;
Excellent communication skills; knowledge
of alternative technologies and organic
gardening a big plus. Position open until
filled. Salary DOE, -$20-25,000. To apply
send a resume, references and letter of
interest to Michael Schlafmann, MUD, 605
Dickinson, Missoula, MT 59802, email to
crazyacres@ihateclowns.com,
or call
(406) 728-6446 x 236,

OTHER/NATIONAL
Earth Force

Pacific Rivers Council

Earth Force is young people changing communities and caring for our environment
while developing life-long habits of active
citizenship. See ad on page 18.
1908 Mount Vernon Avenue, Second Floor
Alexandria, VA 33201
{703) 299-9400/FAX (703) 299-9485
www.earthforce.org
earthforce@earthforce.org

Protects/restores rivers, their watersheds,
and native aquatic species. Current programs
emphasize aquatic conservation in forested
watersheds.
2895 Oak St., PO Box 10798, Eugene OR 97440
(541) 345-0119/FAX (541) 345-0710
www.pacrivers.org pacificriver@igc.apc.org

River Network

River Network works to save and protect
America's rivers by helping groups organize
on the local level, and by acquiring threatened riverlands for permanent protection.
National Office:
520 SW Sixth Ave, Suite 1130
Portland, OR 97204
(503) 241-3506 or 1-800-423-6747
FAX (503) 241-9256
www.rivernetwork.org
info@rivernetwork.org

Selkirk-Priest Basin Association

SAVING SANTA'S REINDEER ... Help us save the
last free-roaming herd of mountain caribou
left in the entire U.S.
Box 1809, Priest River, Idaho, 83856
(208) 448-2971 (phone/fax)
gbail@dmi.net
www.spbainc.org
ALASKA
Alaska Wilderness Recreation
and Tourism Association

Explore Alaska! Our Alaska Adventure
Sourcebook lists over 200 ecotourism and
adventure travel guides across the State.
Travel tips and other resources.
PO Box 22827-CT, Juneau, AK 99802
(907) 463-3038/FAX (907) 463-3280
awrta@alaska.net
www.alaska.net/-awrta
Southeast Alaska Conservation Council

SEACC is devoted to protecting the prime oldgrowth forest of the Tongass - our biggest,
wettest and wildest national forest.
(907) 586-6942/FAX {907) 463-3312
info@seacc.org
www.seacc.org

ILDERNESS
OLUNTEERS
"Giving Something Back"

Pacific Horthwest
farm Aduenture

ADVEYO'RE SERVICE TRIPS

fKperience the Hobydickness of it all.

Hands-on Conservation Projects
Free Days to Explore

Durable person(s) or couple to be fully involved in stewardship of terrestrial
lands in support of the Moby Dick Hotel &
Oyster Farm, Nahcotta, WA 98637
Moby Dick needs serious help in current and future planning and management of small scale organic gardens
including vegetables, beginning orchards,
wildflower and cultivated gardens, and
the evolution, design, care and integration of farm-to-kitchen strategies.
Renumeration: Housing, negotiable
pay based on experience, health benefits.

National Parks &
WildernessAreas including:
Hart Mt. Antelope Refuge
Malheur Wildlife Refuge
Eagle Cap Wilderness
North Fork John Day Wilderness
Olympic National Park
&many more
7 day trips/$198
www.wildernessvolunteers.org
Free Catalog • 1-888-737-2888

P.O. Box 82, Nahcotta, WA 98637
(360) 665-4543
(360) 665-6887 (fax)
mobydickhotel@willapabay.org
www.nwplace.com/mobydickhotel
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From Alaska to British Columbia to Northern California, Cascadia Times
investigates the crucial environmental issues and reports in . .depth on what's
happening to this big, beautiful and endangered corner of the world.
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I like what you're doing. I've enclosed a donation to support Cascadia Times.

Amount:
Total Enclosed:
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MAKE CHECKS PAYABLETO Cascadia Times
MAIL THIS FORM TO: Cascadia Times
25-6 NW 23rd Place, No. 406 Portland, OR 97210-3534
Phone: (503) 223,9036 Fax (503) 736-0097 Email: cascadia@spiritone.com

If you can't use this please pass on to a friend.

